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James George Kenyon made so many moves during his life as a farmer,  

it is necessary to refer from time to time to a map. 

 

 
 

Further photographs, information or corrections would be welcome. 

Please contact     graemekenyon@hotmail.com 
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The Beginning 
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Birth of James George Kenyon 1861 
 

Early 1860 saw the commencement of the Taranaki wars.  

New Plymouth settlers were virtually besieged within the township, which was 

garrisoned by British soldiers and local militia, and under martial law.  

 

Many women had at first refused to leave the town, despite the provision of free 

passage to Nelson and the orders of Colonel Gold, the garrison commander.  

Nelson itself welcomed the refugees and by November there were over 1000 of them 

“crammed into every available accommodation space in the provincial capital.” 
 

Taranaki Herald 10th November 1860 
 

Ellen Kenyon and baby Joe 

Willah left New Plymouth on 

board SS Airedale, for Nelson. 

 

This group of refugee wives and children was among the last to leave New Plymouth.  
 

New Plymouth itself was struggling to accommodate an influx of British troops, as 

well as the entire farming community which had been forced to abandon their 

homesteads. 1860 was a particularly cold and wet winter. The town quickly became 

over crowded, and unhealthy. John Kenyon, a carpenter in New Plymouth and now a 

militia man who had already experienced musket fire in one of the early battles, had 

built the family home in New Plymouth township. Luckily it was just a short sprint 

away from the security of the military barracks on Marsland Hill.  

The living conditions for John, Ellen and their one-year-old son Joe Willah may 

therefore have been a little better than those who had to be billeted.  

But by November there was another pressing need for Ellen to leave.  

She was nearly 6 months pregnant. 
 

There is evidence that John and Ellen Kenyon may have had a plan that went further 

than simply refugee status in Nelson for Ellen and the baby.  

Three weeks after their arrival in Nelson, Ellen and baby Joe Willah moved again.  

They made a passage by the coastal schooner Mary, bound for the tiny settlement of 

Blenheim, in the lower Wairau valley. 

 
Nelson Examiner 12th Dec. 1860 
 

James George Kenyon was 

born at Lower Wairau, 

Blenheim, on 28th Jan. 1861. 

 
12th Feb 1861 Colonist 

13th Feb, 11th March 1861  

Nelson Examiner 

 

The Marlborough museum has found the following news clipping: 

 

13th  and 20th April 1861 Marlborough Press: John Kenyon Lower Wairau, application 

for electoral roll.  
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This advertisement might suggest that in early 1861 John and Ellen may have been 

planning to start a new life in lower Wairau (or Blenheim). Unfortunately, it has so far 

proved to be impossible to determine when John Kenyon travelled to Blenheim. The 

electoral roll application (above) tends to suggest he was in Blenheim by April 1861. 
 

However, in July 1861, during the brief truce between the first and second Taranaki 

wars, J. Kenyon was recorded as being on board a coastal trader which was bringing a 

freight of timber and potatoes from Mokau to New Plymouth.  

 
Taranaki Herald 26th July 1861 

 
 

In July 1861 was John Kenyon at Lower Wairau with his wife Ellen and his new 

family? Or was he bringing a freight of timber back to New Plymouth at this time?  

There were two others by the name of J. Kenyon in New Plymouth in 1861: 

John’s nephew James, who was about 14 years old at the time,  

and his other nephew John, who was 19 and soon to join the Navy.  
 

It is possible that John Kenyon had joined his family in Blenheim by September, 

though the evidence for this is also not compelling. Taranaki Herald 7th September 

1861 published a list of Taranaki settlers, signatories to a letter of appreciation to His 

Excellency the Governor Gore Browne (appreciation of his administration of the 

Colony and “more especially the measures taken by your Excellency in connection 

with the natives of this district.”)  

Most of the New Plymouth settlers would have supported this letter.  

The list even includes the name of Thomas Kenyon (who rarely appeared in the 

press). However, noticeably, the name of John Kenyon is not there.  

Perhaps that is because by this time John was in Blenheim with Ellen, Joe Willah and 

the new baby James George. 
 

It is certain that at some time John Kenyon travelled to the one of the southern 

settlements and joined up with Ellen, Joe Willah and the new baby James George.  
 

Late in March 1862 John Kenyon and his family sailed from Nelson  

to return to their home in New Plymouth.  
 
 

Taranaki Herald  

29th March 1862  

 

The family re-settled in their 

old home in Fulford Street,  

New Plymouth.      

 

According to a transcript of 

some old records from  

St. Mary’s Church,  

James George was baptised 

there, together with his new-born brother Ernest Henry, on 7/11/1866.  

The baptism was done by Rev H. H. Brown. This is “Parson Brown” who harboured 

the non-combatant settlers during the battle of Waireka.  
 

A further point of interest is that many years later the same Parson Brown baptised 

James George’s eldest son John Wilson Kenyon, on 31st August 1889. 
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1862-85   Life at Fulford Street, and later at Frankley Rd farm. 
 

On 27th September 1862 another baby arrived in the family: John Kenyon Jnr. 
 

1864 was an intense year for the family 

On the third of August, during an epidemic of scarlet fever which struck many 

families in New Plymouth, Joe Willah Kenyon died at the age of 5 years.  

Two days later a sister, Ellen, was born. 
 

1866, on 22nd September, twin brothers Ernest Henry and Arthur were born.  

However Arthur died two weeks later. 

1870, on 16th April, a sister, Florence was born. 

1871, on 3rd November, another sister, Jane was worn. 
 

Around this time the family moved from Fulford Street and although John Kenyon is 

still recorded as doing carpentry work, he is now also recorded as being a farmer on 

the family farm land at Frankley Road. The boy, James George, his brothers John and 

Ernest, his sisters Ellen, Florence and Jane, and their mother Ellen, now began the life 

of pioneer farmers.  
 

Ernest Henry later went on to a career as a farmer and as a dairy factory manager. 

John jnr. emigrated to South Africa as a young man, where he raised a family. 

He was tragically killed in a mining accident at a relatively young age.  

For James George, this move to Frankley Rd was the beginning of his life as a farmer. 

James George often referred to himself as J. G. Kenyon, for example in the series of 

advertisements he placed in the Hawera and Normanby Star during the South 

Taranaki years. However, by the family he was always referred to as “George.” 

During his boyhood there was another James Kenyon in New Plymouth – a cousin – it 

is possible the use of “George” was to avoid confusion with the cousin James. 
 

(James) George Kenyon, as a boy of 12 years, first appears in a school list in the  

New Plymouth Catholic School. At this time education was not free, but approved 

private schools were given some public funding, based on numbers enrolled and 

attending. Also on this list is his sister Ellen, and cousins Alice and Ada Ward. 

Both the Ward and Kenyon families actually belonged to the Primitive Methodist 

church in New Plymouth, and the choice of schools is interesting because 

denomination was usually an important matter at that time, and among the other 

parochial schools in New Plymouth, a small Wesleyan school was available. 
 

 

 
Taranaki 

Herald  

17th May 

1873    
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1885–1892 Farming, Westown and Tataraimaka 
 

On 29th September 1885 

James George Kenyon 

married Frances Wilson. 
 

Taranaki Herald 2nd October 1886 
 

They lived at Westown on the 

outskirts of New Plymouth. 

 

 

Their first child: Ethel Mildred was born in 1887. 

 
 

Taranaki Herald 21 Sept 1887   

    
By 1888 the family had shifted south from Westown, to a farm in Tataraimaka. 

 

 

 

Tataraimaka, where Frances 

had grown up, is not far from 

Oakura, where this incident 

took place. 

 

 

 

 
Taranaki Herald 3rd Nov 1888  
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1892 – 1912      South Taranaki 
 

On 28th May 1889 a son, John Wilson Kenyon was born.  

In his brief memoirs, recorded in 1981 when he was then 92 years old, John Wilson 

Kenyon recalled that some time between 1890 and 1892 the family shifted from 

Tataraimaka to Rowan Rd near Kaponga, that he started school at Rowan in 1894 and 

that in “about 1895” the family moved to Kaponga.   

 

Newspaper  reports suggest the move from Tataraimaka was in 1892, and the move 

from Rowan to nearby Kaponga must have been in 1894. 

 

 
Taranaki Herald 5th May 1892 

 

Sale of farm at Tataraimaka 

 

Move to leasehold farm at Rowan 

 

 

 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star 

28th August 1894 

 

Move from farm at Rowan,  

to Kaponga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           Image taken from Farming Progress in New Zealand by Irene Waswo 
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James George Kenyon had shifted to South Taranaki just one or two decades after the 

land had been first carved from the bush.  

“Breaking in” of land was still under way. Roads were primitive.  

The landscape – bush here, scrub there, swamps, logs and burnt stumps – presented an 

entirely different picture from the clear grasslands we see in South Taranaki today. 

 

James George’s son John Wilson Kenyon later recalled the “burns” to clear the bush, 

the road-making to earn ready cash, the wild pigs, the harvesting of cocksfoot grass… 

 

“Bush fires were another problem which caused a lot of anxiety in those early days 

and the sight at night when the high north wind was blowing was a sight that very few 

living in New Zealand now will have seen. We were never burnt out by bushfires, but 

on one or two occasions we had to leave the house on account of the danger…” 

 

The following notes give some idea of the landscape, which would have been very 

different from the green, grassy farmland we see today.  

 

Pioneering in South Taranaki at the turn of the century. 

(Notes from Centennial History of Hawera and the Waimate Plains by C. J. Roberts) 
 

“The land around Auroa, originally called “Ratanui,” owing to the enormous quantity 

of gigantic rata trees in the bush, was first sold at Manaia by public auction about the 

year 1884. It was then exceptionally heavy bush; some old residents say it was the 

most heavily timbered land in New Zealand. The bush was composed mainly of 

enormous rata, rimu, puatea, tawa and many other valuable timber trees, including 

totara. When the land was first sold, the Government felled sufficient for a roadway 

through the bush and made bridle tracks to enable pack horses to travel through it. 

These tracks, owing to the soft nature of the ground and the numerous swampy places, 

became impassable for horses in the winter time, and it was quite a common 

occurrence 

for horses to 

get bogged in 

these 

treacherous 

morasses….” 

 
Image taken 

from: 

Farming 

Practice in New 

Zealand   by 

Irene Waswo. 

 

 
 

“When the first bush was felled, owing to the moist climate due to the heavy forest 

and the considerable altitude, there was much misty, damp weather and rain, and it 

was very difficult to get a “burn.” The flatness of the land also contributed to the 

difficulty of burning the newly felled bush. Hence the land at first was almost covered 

with heavy logs. Then came an enormous crop of thistle, many of them being six feet 

(2 metres) in height, which caused a considerable amount of concern.  
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As small clearings were grassed, a few cows made their appearance, and butter, made 

and salted in kegs, was taken to the various stores and exchanged for goods in small 

quantities. 
 

The dampness proved a blessing in many respects, 

for it favoured the growth of fungus on the timber 

and the gathering and drying of this “Taranaki 

wool” soon became quite an industry in the 

district. Fungus was sold in large quantities to 

Chew Chong, the Chinese gentleman who was 

later responsible for the introduction of the 

dairying industry on a large scale.” 
Edible fungus auricularia polytricha Known locally as “Taranaki Wool” 

The Chinese call it mu er (“tree ear”)                       Image taken from Settler Kaponga by Rollo Arnold 
 

 “Cocksfoot grass suited 

the conditions of the 

district and this soon 

predominated on the 

various clearings.  

When this grass ran to 

seed it provided another 

industry of value, being 

gathered by hand among 

the logs.” 
 

Harvesting coxhead grass 

seed.  Image taken from 

Farming Progress in New 

Zealand  by Irene Waswo 

 

“With very few markets for what the early farmers had to sell, and there being a 

necessity for the seller to take goods in exchange on the barter system, the pioneers 

had to seek other avenues of employment in order to obtain ready money with which 

they intended to improve their properties. They found a market for their labours with 

the Government, and many of them were soon engaged on making roads throughout 

the district…..The Auroa district, unlike so many others, failed to benefit from a 

sawmilling industry in the early days.” 
 

Taranaki dairy factory 1902.  

A meeting place for farmers.  

Alexander Turnbull Library 

R.E. Cleverly collection 

Ref 1 / 2 -19786-F 
 

“In the early days the 

Auroa district was noted 

for pheasant and pigeon 

shooting…  

Ducks were also 

numerous and these, 

together with wild 

pigeons, were 

slaughtered in hundreds, 
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the great majority providing delicacies for the table. The Otakeho River, which runs 

through Auroa on its way from Mt. Egmont slopes to the sea, was stocked with trout, 

which did remarkably well at about this time, and the fish caught in this locality 

provided another welcome change in the diet of the pioneers for many years….. 

“Otakeho….originally the area was covered with flax, toitoi, fern and toot, in contrast 

with the heavily bushed area of Auroa, which is situated some four miles nearer the 

mountain reserve. Where the people of Auroa and other immediate localities were 

forced to carve their homes out of the virgin forest, the pioneers of Otakeho were 

faced with another problem, one which did not call for so much manual labour as 

bush felling perhaps, but one which called for some ingenuity in draining the land, 

and ridding it of the roots of the plants referred to.”  

                                              Centennial History of Hawera and the Waimate Plains by C. J. Roberts. 
 

In the period when James George was farming in the Auroa/Otakeho/Kaponga areas, 

there were numerous newspaper reports from the Waimate Road Board.  

A selection here gives the general idea: 
 

 
 

In 1896 James George was registered on the Kaponga electoral roll 
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From the Memoirs of John Wilson Kenyon, 1981, aged 92. 

“My memory for the longest part of my life was excellent and I can recall my father 

carrying me in his arms and coming across a cast sheep, putting me down on the grass 

while he lifted the sheep up – and another incident when he was trying to snare a 

rooster for the pot, but the cock was too wise to be caught with a snare, so Dad, with 

patience worse than mine, got his gun and blew the poor cock’s head clean off.  

I can still see that bird jumping around the woodheap, with no head. I could even 

describe his colour. Dad said it would be impossible for me to remember these 

incidents, but I have very clear recollections of these events.  

Other events of the same period also are quite clear in my mind. 

Somewhere between 1890 and 1892 my parents shifted from Tataraimaka where I 

was born, to Rowan Road near Kaponga in Taranaki, and in 1894 I commenced 

school at Rowan (school now closed) and the roads all dust in dry weather and knee 

deep in wet weather were what my sister and I had to wade through to get to school. 

We were both scared stiff of wild pigs of which there were hundreds, and it was not 

uncommon for my father to take us with him on non school days (when he would be 

fencing or doing any such farm work) for his pig dog (Bright) to start barking, 

indicating he had a wild pig bailed up, usually a boar. Dad would lift us up on to a 

stump while he attended to the pig.  

 I recall one man named Jack Gamlin calling at our place often and making a general 

nuisance of himself. I would have been about four years old, and one day, taking me 

upon his knee, he put his stinking pipe in my mouth….” 
 

And so it proves to be.  

The unfortunate Jack Gamlin had 

indeed been known in the 

neighbourhood, depressed and 

eccentric, he had been sent to an 

asylum some years before.              

 
Wanganui Herald 7th November 1886 

 

 

 

In 1892 the Gamlin family lived not 

far from the Kenyons, and, having a 

block on Rowan Road, they may 

well have been neighbours at the 

time John Kenyon remembers. 
 

Hawera and Normanby Star 28th May 1892 

 

 

Harold William Kenyon was born on 5th March 1892. 

 

Janie Gladys Kenyon was born (21st October?) 1895 
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“Leaving Rowan and shifting to Kaponga about 1895, I started going to that school, 

and believe it or not, a big burnt out Rata tree served as the first Post Office at 

Kaponga.  

Bush fires were another problem which caused a lot of anxiety in those early days and 

the sight at night when the high North wind was blowing was a sight that very few 

living in New Zealand now will have seen. We were never burnt out by bush fires, but 

on one or two occasions we had to leave the house on account of the danger. 

While still in the 1890’s I had the privilege and I might say the great pleasure of going 

to Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations at New Plymouth and this is a true 

account of that trip. Left Kaponga early in the morning on horseback for Eltham to 

catch the train, my Dad in the saddle with me behind him, my arms around his waist 

(nine miles of that) and then in the train which stopped at every possible excuse it 

could think of. We arrived there eventually and it was worth it all. I have never seen a 

more colourful celebration since, it is still as clear in my memory as it was 80 or more 

years ago. Then back to Eltham on a pitch dark night. Dad sat me down in some dark 

and cold place and then went to look for his horse and after what seemed hours and 

hours, he arrived with the horse in not too good a mood as someone had left a gate 

open and old Kitty had wandered into a paddock so he took a long time to find her. 

Then, of course, there was the nine mile ride back to Kaponga. What a day!” 
                                  Memoir of John Wilson Kenyon 
 

The Queen Victoria Jubilee celebration  in New Plymouth was on June 22 1897, on a 

a clear day. The eight year old boy on the long ride home in the dark, holding tightly 

to his father, so exited he did not notice - or the old man has forgotten - how cold it 

must have been that South Taranaki winter night. Among the floats and marching 

groups in the parade had been the Taranaki Volunteers and the old Veterans of the 

Taranaki Militia. The boy, John Wilson Kenyon, would have cheered his early settler 

Grandfathers John Kenyon and William Wilson, certainly there that day, marching 

behind old Colonel Stapp, and proudly wearing their New Zealand Medals. 

 

 
1897.   Waireka Veterans outside Provincial Government Building, King Street.                (Puke Ariki) 
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Four months later, on 21st October 1897, Wilfred George Kenyon was born at 

Kaponga. 

 

It was around this time that James George 

took up some road building contracts  
 

Hawera & Normanby Star, 7 January 1897 

 
 

 

Hawera and Normanby Star 3rd Feb 1897 

 

Palmer Rd is in Kaponga, about 2km east 

of the town. 

 

 
 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star 12th April 1897 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star 10th May 1897 
 

 

 

 

 

John Wilson Kenyon recalls: 

“About this time, the Maoris started cutting and threshing grass in the area.  

To mention one incident: a girl’s hat blew off and a Maori wahine picked it up and 

put it on her head. Mr. T. R. Exley, a butcher, saw it happen and immediately took it 

off and handed it to the girl (Mary King by name) and told her to run away home. 

Within minutes a large number of Maoris had gathered and there was a fearful row. 

My sister and I saw the whole show and we never felt very safe after that.” 
 

John would not have understood the sullen mood of many Maori in South Taranaki at 

that time, still suffering intense grief over the recent confiscation of their lands. 
 

 

Mildred and John at Kaponga School. 

(Also Mary King) 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star 15th Nov 1898 
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Mr. T. R. Exley referred to above, 

was indeed the butcher at Kaponga.   
 

Hawera and Normanby Star 13th July 1896 

 
Exley’s home and butchery 

In 1898 he sold out and left Kaponga. 
 

Image from Settler Kaponga Rollo Arnold. 
 

In March 1897 Mr. T. R. Exley was 

the plaintiff in a libel case – defendant 

had been making statements to 

Exley’s customers that he had sold a 

diseased animal. The case was closely 

followed and reported in detail, and is 

of interest because it indicates the level of public concern about bovine tuberculosis 

which existed at that time. 

 

In 1899 the Kenyon family shifted to Cardiff.  

John Wilson Kenyon remembered this, and again his memory is vindicated.  

1900 Electoral Roll: 

 
 

John Kenyon recalls in 1902 shifting to Manaia 

Probably he means Kaupokonui (about three miles east of Manaia town.) 

 

According to newspapers, the family is now in fact at Kaupokonui in 1902/1903  and 

other sources (see appendix) suggest this farm was lease-hold. 

 

Strictly speaking, Manaia is outside the district of Kaupokanui, but  Manaia Rd is 

close enough to the boundary.  

 
Hawera and Normanby Star   18th Sept. 1902 

 

 

 

 

 
Hawera and  Normanby Star  31st Jan 1903 
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The Loss of Frances 
 

In April 1903 James George’s wife Frances died, age 39 years. 
 

Frances died of phthisis, a progressive illness - a form of tuberculosis. 

She must have been unwell for some time before she died. 
 

 
 

“This was a sad period as my mother was very ill and we lost her in April 1903.” 
                                   John Wilson Kenyon 

 

 
 

James George Kenyon’s family probably around 1901, before the death of Frances. 

Left to right: Harold William (about 9), James George Kenyon,  

Janie Gladys (about 5), Ethel Mildred (about 14), Wilfred George (about 3),  

Frances (Wilson) Kenyon, and John Wilson (about 12) 
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Taranaki Herald 23rd April 1903 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star  

25th April 1903 

 

 

 
 
 

Hawera and Normanby Star  

27th April 1903 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star  

30th April 1903 

 

 

 
 

The farm at Kaupokanui was disposed of and a stock clearance sale held in 1903. 

(Other sources state that JG forfeited the lease on this farm. See Appendix.) 
 

Hawera and Normanby Star 22nd  -  27th May 1903 
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“Leaving Manaia [Kaupokonui] shortly after that we lived for three years on the 

Taikato Road and right next to a large Maori Pa….”                 (John Wilson Kenyon) 

 

The Taikato Road, referred to by John Wilson Kenyon here, is actually Taikatu Road, 

in the district of Otakeho. Otakeho was, in times past, the base of a strong Maori 

fighting force, and contributed warriors to the battles in which Taranaki tribes fought 

against the powerful Waikato federation, and eventually defeated them.  

There were three fighting pa in Otakeho, within close range of each other. 

One of them was called Taikatu, possibly the one remembered by young John 

Kenyon, right next to where they lived on Taikatu Road. 
 

 
              Photograph by Lance Kenyon 2013 

Urupa (Maori burial ground) on Taikatu Rd., Otakeho 

 

 

 

 
              Photograph by Lance Kenyon 2013 
Memorial near to Taikatu Rd. at Otakeho. Looking towards the sea (West Coast.) 
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In 2013 Lance Kenyon and I drove along Taikatu Rd and found the little Maori 

cemetery (urupa) but were unable to determine the exact location on the Taikatu pa or 

the neighbouring farm which had been leased by James George Kenyon. 

 

The above photographs show the easy, slightly rolling dairy land in the Otakeho area 

as it is today. 

Titokowaru, the most successful strategist and feared fighting chief of the recent war 

in South Taranaki, is supposed to have been born in the district, and used Taikatu pa 

as a stronghold at times. The pa also provided support for the passive resistance and 

civil disobedience campaign led by Te Whiti and Tohu, at the community of Parihaka, 

in response to the South Taranaki land confiscations.  

James George and his family had settled in Otakeho only about twenty years after a 

large armed force had sacked and destroyed the defenceless community at Parihaka. 
 

“Some of the Maoris were very fine people, but their pigs were allowed to run 

wherever they liked, with the result that they would come over to our place and root 

up the grass, which meant my brother Harold and I would have to go back and level 

back the sods etc….”                                                                      (John Wilson Kenyon) 

  

 
 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star 

4th November 1903 

 

 

 

John Kenyon 

Harold Kenyon 

 

(and Edie Hooper who, 

many years later was to 

marry John Kenyon.) 

 

 

In the past, Taranaki 

farmers had been 

notorious for the poor 

school attendance of their 

children.  

 

In the early 1900s it was still an issue.  

 

However, despite the loss of their mother, James George made sure that his children 

attended school regularly during those difficult years. 
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                                                                                       Hawera and Normanby Star 21st December 1904 

 

Records the presence of John and Harold Kenyon – and Edith and Minnie Hooper. 

 

In addition their parents: James George Kenyon and Richard Hooper. 

 

James George Kenyon’s eldest son, John Wilson Kenyon, was now 15. 
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Hawera and Normanby Star 

27th June 1905 

 

Lengthy article describing Auroa school 

concert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HNS 15th Nov 1905 

Auroa School annual examination. 

 

 

After living three years on Taikatu Rd, Otakeho  John  Kenyon recalls:  
 

“Leaving there we again shifted to Manaia to a farm of 196 acres, one side bounded 

by the sea with cliffs somewhere about 170 – 180 feet high in places and in others a 

sheer drop. The Maoris had a strip of land along the cliffs (reserve) but unfenced, so 

when they came down there to fish they would turn their horses loose and soon 20 or 

so horses would eat out our good grass.” 

 

This farm was at the end 

of Lower Normanby 

Rd., facing the Tasman 

Sea. It was probably 

James George Kenyon’s 

first freehold farm. 
 

The cliffs at the end of 

Lower Normanby Rd.    

Tide out, rocky beach 

exposed below. 
Photo Lance Kenyon 2013 
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The reserve at the cliff edge in 2013, probably no different from John Kenyon’s time. 

 

 
The farm at the end of Lower Normanby Road              Photographs by Lance Kenyon 2013 
 

James George again advertised for domestic help, and also assistance with milking 

and farmwork. 
 

Hawera and Normanby Star  

13th 15th 16th Oct 1906 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hawera and Mormanby Star  

10th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 17th 19th 20th 

Nov 1906 
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“Manaia County had an old Irishman named Paddy Tarrant for a ranger and dog-tax 

collector and if you can imagine a sack of potatoes with a head on it, riding a horse in 

a kind of jog, you would have a fair idea of what old Paddy looked like.  

Harold and I could recognise him a mile away on that flat country.  

When he called each year, Dad would just register what dogs were in sight, and if one 

of us was away with one or more dogs – too bad for Paddy. One year, Harold and I 

saw him coming and as we had 5 dogs, we grabbed two each and ducked down 

behind a boxthorn hedge and ran along the other side for some 5 chain where there 

was a hole in the hedge so that we could watch when old Paddy left…..Registering 

was only 2/6 per dog, but we had to have some fun…”              (John Wilson Kenyon) 

 

 

 
Hawera and Normanby 

Star 1st Dec 1906         

 

 

 

James George 

Kenyon imports 

prize breeding stock 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawera and Normanby 

Star 11th Jan 1907 

 

A garden party and 

picnic at Mr. 

Rutland’s farm. 
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In early 1907 the farm at 

Manaia was put up for sale 

at a price of thirty two 

pounds ten per acre.  

 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star  

16th 18th 19th 20th 21st 23rd Feb 

1907 

 

However it may have been 

withdrawn.  

 

The farm was not sold 

until two years later, in 

1909 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star  
5th October 1907 
 

Methodist Church 

Stewards 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star  
13th Jan 1908         
Harold and Mildred 

visitors to Dawson Falls. 

 

 

This advertisement 

indicates that James 

George actually owned 

two farms at this time – 

the farm at Taikatu Rd., 

Otakeho (probably a lease) 

and the 196 acres at Lower 

Normanby Ed., Manaia. 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star  

19th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 25th 28th 

30th Sept 1908 

1st 3rd 6th 12th 13th 14th 15th  16th  

21st  23rd 26th 29th 30th   

October 1908 
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1909 A new life 
 

James George was about to make two major changes to his life.  

First: to sell up and leave South Taranaki. 
 

Hawera and Normanby Star 31st 

March 1909 
 

A rumour that James George 

Kenyon was planning to leave 

South Taranaki are found as 

early as March 1909.  
 

The basis of this report is 

something of a mystery. As we shall see, in later 1909 James George did purchase a 

large farm but the journalist was not quite correct in reporting “Hamilton, Waikato.” 

The farms at Otakeho and Manaia were now about to be sold. 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star 3rd April 

1909 
 

By not selling the farm in 1907 

when it was valued at £32.10.0 

per acre (see previous page) 

and selling it now at the record 

price of £40.0.0 per acre,   

J. G. Kenyon had made a capital gain of almost £1500 during those two years. 

 

The lease on the farm at 

Taikatu Road (Otakeho) was 

then disposed of. 
Hawera and Normanby Star  

12th June 1909 

 

A few days later a whale was 

washed up on the beach at the 

bottom of   

Lower Normanby Rd. 
 

Taranaki Daily News 29 June 1909 

 

The other major change in his life: James George was about to re-marry. 

 

We do not know how James George met Ada Oliver, but it may not be a coincidence 

that she was a cousin of Jim Oliver (who had married J.G.’s sister Florence in 1893.) 

 

Ada’s grandfather was James Oliver who was one of the very early New Plymouth 

pioneers. One of James’s sons, Samuel, was Ada’s father.  

Another son, Charles, was the father of Jim Oliver.  

Ada came from a mixed farm quite close to the town of Wanganui. She was a 

spinster. Her parents had both died – Jessie in 1891 and Samuel in 1907.  

The Oliver family farm had recently been subdivided and sold, so perhaps Ada had 

moved to South Taranaki.  

(See another scrapbook The Olivers, Early New Zealand Settlers for more information.) 
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The clearing sale at Manaia at the end of June 1909 gives some idea of the assets 

James George had accumulated, and an indication of the quality of dairy farm, and 

dairy herd, that he was about to leave behind.  
 

The last paragraph of the clearing sale advertisement repeats the rumour that James 

George is about to take up a farm in the Waikato.                       
 

Hawera and Normanby Star 24th 25th  30th June 19094 
 

 
 

 
Hawera and Normanby Star 2nd July 1909     

 

Methodist Church social: a presentation 

from the congregation, for James George 

and his eldest daughter Mildred Kenyon. 

 

Note the presence of Evans, and the Parry 

Bros. Mildred Kenyon was later to marry 

Owen Parry. 
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Hawera and Normanby Star 3rd July 1909 

 

 

The clearing sale was recorded a success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hawera and Normanby Star  6th July 1909         
 

Methodist Church Manaia 

 

Then on 25th August 1909, James George  married Ada Oliver in Wanganui, at 

the home of Ada’s sister and brother-in-law. 

 

 

At the round of farewells, Church 

functions etc which had taken place  

in mid 1909, against the continuing 

background of rumours that the 

Kenyon family was to leave for the 

Waikato, there had been no mention in 

the Taranaki newspapers of  

Ada Oliver.  
 

Soon after they were married,  

James George and Ada left  

South Taranaki for good. 
 

But they did not go to the Waikato. 

 

From 198 acres of prime land in South 

Taranaki, James George took his family, 

and his new wife Ada, to the steep and rugged country of the Sandon Block, a remote 

area near the Rangitikei River, not far from Hunterville, 
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1909 – 1912    Sandon Block 
 

In 1910 the eldest daughter, Ethel Mildred Kenyon, married Owen Parry. 

Trevor Parry told me (in 2013) that his Dad, Owen Parry, had travelled from Manaia 

to Sandon Block to marry Mildred, and bring her back to South Taranaki. 
 

James George Kenyon’s youngest son Arthur Oliver Kenyon was born on 26th July 

1910. His birth registration certificate indicates that he was born in New Plymouth, 

and that the informant was C. J. Rundle, “Father to Agent”. Presumably this was 

meant to be “Agent of father” since James George’s name does not appear.  

The Rundles were an old New Plymouth family, contemporaries of the Olivers.  

It is unclear how or why Ada (age 45) went all the way to New Plymouth to give birth 

to her first and only child Arthur. 
 

 
 

The 1911 electoral roll confirms that James George and Ada were resident at Sandon 

Block, farming, and that John Wilson Kenyon was a farm hand.  

Harold, Wilfred and Janie would have been too young to be on the electoral roll. 

Wilfred’s daughter, Shirley Niederer, records:  
 

“My father used to say Hunterville was a ‘brute of a place, wet and cold’.  

He would have been about 12 years old and I thought he went to school there,  

but maybe there was a school closer to the farm at Vinegar Hill.”   
 

A Kiwitea County Council document (sourced by Shirley Niederer some years ago) 

confirms the years 1909 – 1912 and also provides the clue to location of the farm 

 
 

From this information, in 2013, Lance Kenyon and I were able to find the farm at 

Sandon Block, not far from Vinegar Hill, the nearest town being Hunterville. 

 

 

 

 

1000 acres of 

rugged sheep 

country. 

 
 

 

 

Photograph by  

Lance Kenyon 

2013 
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                      (Incorrectly marked – should include section 42.) Document sourced by Shirley Niederer. 

The farm comprises blocks 1 through 9, 11, and 42, on both sides of Waipuru Road. 

 

From State Highway 1, travelling north from Hunterville, make a right turn into 

Vinegar Hill Rd., cross the Rangitikei River, continue until Lower Pakihikura Rd. 

Take this road, which continues into Mangapapa Rd, thence to a left turn into 

Waipuru Rd where the farm begins.  

 

The land on the left of Waipuru Rd was planted with radiata pine in the 1990s, but the 

steep country on the right is clear sheep country. 

 

 
 

mailto:graemekenyon@hotmail.com


28 graemekenyon@hotmail.com        4/11/16  

 
       Photograph by Lance Kenyon 2013 
 

I thought Lance and I might have been the first family members to have stood on this 

land in over 100 years. However, Trevor Parry informed me that his brother Paleg had 

also found the old farm, some years ago. 
 

 
 

From Lower Normanby Rd. on the Waimate Plains, to this steep country.  

What was James George thinking of? (Lance thought it was alright.) 

 

On Mangapapa Rd., about two miles from where the farm starts at Waipuru Rd, is a 

little school which now serves a community centre. It is almost a perfect original  

mid-20th century country school, with a little tennis court, swimming pool, shelter 

shed etc and in the class rooms are memorabilia dating from 1901 when the school 

opened.  (It closed in 1975).  
 

Class lists for 1910 were on the wall, but there were no Kenyons.  

 

If Wilfred or Janie were attending school in 1910, it must not have been this school.  
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After looking at the old farm of James George Kenyon, Lance and I continued on 

along Waipuru Road and found the remains of another little school, right where 

Waipuru Rd runs into Sandon Block Road.      
       

 
 

The remains of Waipuru School. This once fine little building is now storing hay,  

the last relics of its days as a school were still on the floor, under the hay bales. 

Amongst them we found books and the remains of a 1956 Education Gazette.  

 

The school opened in 1895 in a corrugated iron building, replaced with this in 1906.  

It closed in 1956. Handy to the top end of the farm, maybe the house was up this end, 

and maybe Wilfred (12) or Janie (14) attended this school. No records have been found. 

 

 

The Nearest Town.   

If James George had looked up “Hunterville” in the 1896 Cyclopedia of New 

Zealand., this is what he would have found:                                       

“Hunterville is a rising and go-ahead township, situated in a hollow among the hills, 

which immediately surround it. It is also a station on the Hunterville branch of the 

Wellington-New Plymouth Railway, being distant 129 miles from Wellington, and 

fifty miles from Wanganui. The latitude is 40° 3′ South, and the longitude 175° 30′ 

East. Its staple industry is wool-growing, farming and pastoral pursuits being 

successfully carried on in the richest of soil. It is 876 feet above sea-level, and the rain 

seems particularly devoted in its attentions to the locality. The roads are being put in 

passable order, and as the railway is extended into the interior, beyond Mangonoho to 

Ohingaiti, settlement is progressing rapidly all around the outlying districts of Rewa, 

Sandon Block, Mangaweka, Rata, Porewa, Cliff Road, etc. Hunterville has its State 

school, two places of worship, good accommodation in hotels and boardinghouses, 

two public halls, an agency of the Bank of New Zealand, and a tri-weekly newspaper, 

the Paraekaretu Express. The townsfolk and farmers all appear thrifty and well-to-do. 

The Hunterville Postal-Telegraph, Money Order and Savings Bank offices are 

combined with the Railway offices, there being a daily service.”    

 

 (A rather heroic description, somewhat undermined by the accompanying  

photograph, next page.) 
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The Champion of Utuku                                                                                  

“There was a creamery – just a small outfit at Sandon Block managed by a chap 

named Thomas. He got to hear that Harold and I could play draughts, so he invited us 

back to his bach for a game, at the same time warning us that as he was the Champion 

of Utuku, we would have to be prepared to take a beating in good part.   

We couldn’t get down to his bach quick enough to have a go at him.  

He took me on first, again hinting that I was up against something big.  

I cleaned him up with nearly half my men still on the board, so then he played two 

games with Harold with the same result.  

The atmosphere in the room was then was “sooner we went home the sooner he 

would like it”  

And we were never invited back again.”                         (John Kenyon’s reminiscences)                   

 

Utuku would have been a pretty good distance on horseback from Waipuru Rd. for a 

game of draughts, even to challenge the local champion! 

Shortly after that John Wilson Kenyon left Sandon Block farm and went to work as a 

shepherd, not far away, at the 3,500 acre Braemore Station.   

Three years on the steep, cold and windy hills of the Sandon Block farm must have 

been enough for James George, and by 1912 he had decided to return to dairying.  

 

The next record we have of James George is an advertisement for sale of a high 

quality farm in the Waikato, at Newstead, in 1917 – and in keeping with his usual 

dairy farming style, a note that the top class herd had been culled for the last five 

years.   

 

 

http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/Cyc01Cycl-fig-Cyc01Cycl1285a.html
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1912 – 1935 The Waikato.  

 

 
New Zealand Herald 18th 21st  26th 30th July 1917 

 

We can infer from this advertisement 

that James George and Ada, together with  

Jane (17) Wilfred (15) and Arthur (2) 

had left the farm at Sandon Block around 

1912, and purchased a choice dairy farm 

at Newstead (Waikato). 

 

The size of the farm is not given here, 

but he was running a dairy herd of 127 

together with 50 heifers and a number of 

bulls, sheep, horses and pigs. 

 

It is now 1917 (five years later) and 

James George, Ada and Arthur (now 7) 

have sold up and are moving from 

Newstead. 

 

Newstead is very near to Hamilton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1918 The Waimai Valley 

From the clearing sale at Newstead in July 1917, the next record of James George 

indicates that he had bought a bush farm in the Waimai Valley, a remote area about 

half way between Ngaruawahia in the Waikato, and Raglan on the West Coast. 

 
New Zealand Herald 18th January 1918 
 

It is not clear when (or why) James 

George bought this farm, and further 

research is necessary.  It is possible that James George owned more than one farm 

during this period. He had three adult sons, all, by now, capable farmers. 

It seems most likely Wilfred George took up the management position on the farm.  

at Waimai. The 1919 electoral roll shows he was registered there. 

 

Ron Kenyon (son of James George’s Harold), told me that he has seen the farm.  

It was shown to him by his brother Keith when it came up again for sale, some years 

after James George had owned it. Ron says it was a “long, narrow farm.” 

 

By 1919, James George and Ada were registered on the Motumaoho electoral roll. 

Motumaoho is near Morrinsville. 
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1919 Motumaoho 

Harold Kenyon married Mabel Olive Scrivener in 1919, and John Wilson Kenyon, 

who had left home during the time at Sandon Block, was now also married. 

 

The following electoral information shows that further work is needed before we can 

fully understand James George’s movements in the Waikato. 

1919 ELECTORAL Kenyon    John Wilson       Orini North    Taupiri              farmer 

1919 ELECTORAL Kenyon   Edith Adelaide    Orini North    Taupiri            married 

   

1919 ELECTORAL Kenyon     Ada                     Eureka                                  married  

1919 ELECTORAL Kenyon  Harold William     Newstead                    farm assistant 

1919 ELECTORAL Kenyon  James George       Newstead                                farmer 

1919 ELECTORAL Kenyon    Wilfred George  Waimai     Ngaruawahia         farmer 

1919 ELECTORAL Kenyon    Ada                     Motumaoho                           married 

1919 ELECTORAL Kenyon    Harold William  Motumaoho       Morrinsville  farmer 

1919 ELECTORAL Kenyon    James George     Morrinsville                            farmer 

1919 ELECTORAL Kenyon     Mabel Olive      Motumaoho    Morrinsville   married 

1919 ELECTORAL Kenyon   Wilfred George   Motumaoho                             farmer 

 

James George must have bought another farm – a dairy farm at Motumaoho not far 

from Morrinsville. He and Ada, and Harold, have not removed their names from the 

electoral offices near Newstead, but the entire family now, including Harold’s new 

wife, and Wilfred George, have all registered at the Motumaoho office 

 

Earlier than 1919, Wilfred George may have been on the Waimai farm as manager –

He appears to be the only family member who ever registered at Waimai. 

 

James George was now a director of Norfolk Coop Dairy Company, a small factory 

which had opened at Motumaoho in 1912  

 
New Zealand Herald 31st August 1920 
 

James George resigned this directorship 

in 1920, and some time before 1923 he 

and Ada moved to Hamilton, retaining 

ownership of the Morrinsville farm.  

 

 
Auckland Star 6th January 1923 

 

The farmhouse burned down in 1923. 
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New Zealand Herald 28th June 1924 

‘ 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive member of New Zealand 

Farmers’ Information Bureau 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Auckland Star 3rd May 1926 

 

 

 

Director of  

Waikato Associated Farmers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilfred George Kenyon married Madge Chapman in 1924. 

Janie Gladys Kenyon does not appear to have registered on the electoral rolls.  

She married Sydney Parkinson in 1924. 

 

 
 

 

It may have been after this period that James George and Ada had a farm at Okoroire.  

Family members recall visiting them at Okoroire, but no documents relating to this 

farm have been found. Okoroire is between Matamata and Tirau. 
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1935 – 1952  Retirement.  Hamilton 
 

Some time between 1928 and 1935 James George ceased farming and he and his wife 

Ada retired to Grey Street, Hamilton. 

James George’s brother Ernest Henry had retired also, he too living in Hamilton. 

James George and Ada’s son Athur had married and they lived at 50 Te Aroha St. 

 

1935 ELECTORAL Kenyon    Ada    273         Grey Street            Married 

1935 ELECTORAL Kenyon    Ernest Henry    52 Firth Street        Farmer                   Hamilton 

1935 ELECTORAL Kenyon    James George   273 Grey Street     Farmer retired        Hamilton 

1938 ELECTORAL Kenyon    Ada    273         Grey Street             Married 

1938 ELECTORAL Kenyon    Ernest Henry    81 Firth Street         Farmer                  Hamilton 

1938 ELECTORAL Kenyon    James George   273 Grey Street      Farmer retired       Hamilton 

1946 ELECTORAL Kenyon    Ada                   273 Grey Street      Married 

1946 ELECTORAL Kenyon    Ernest Henry    81 Firth Street         Farmer                  Hamilton 

1946 ELECTORAL Kenyon    James George   273 Grey Street       Farmer retired      Hamilton 

1949 ELECTORAL Kenyon    Ada                    273 Grey Street     Married 

1949 ELECTORAL Kenyon    Ernest Henry     81 Firth Street        Farmer                  Hamilton 

1949 ELECTORAL Kenyon    James George    273 Grey Street      Farmer retired      Hamilton 

1949 ELECTORAL Kenyon    Arthur Oliver     50 Te Aroha Street fitter 

1949 ELECTORAL Kenyon     Helen Mary       50 Te Aroha Street  married 

 

 

James George Kenyon died on 4th December, 1952, at Hamilton, at the age of 91. 
 

Ada (Oliver) Kenyon died 25th January 1959, at the age of 96 years. 

 

 

 

 
photographs from the collection of Shirley Niederer 
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Memories of James George Kenyon. 
 

Trevor Parry       

Son of Ethel Mildred (Kenyon) Parry, grand son of James George 

Remembers James George as a rather tall old man, bald, came to stay with them some 

times. Talked a bit sometimes if in the mood.  

(Got a bit bad tempered with him one day when he was a kid – he (Trevor) turned a 

radio on and went away left it on – JG complained about it.) 

 

Marie Metcalf 

Grand daughter of Ernest Henry Kenyon and also related by marriage to Keith. 

Ernest Henry Kenyon and James George Kenyon, brothers, both retired in Hamilton 

and are remembered by Marie. 

“Elder Bros. George and Ernest would be seen in Victoria St. Hamilton often in small 

groups talking to their cobbers.” 

 

Ron Kenyon 

Son of Harold William, grandson of James George. 

“I remember that he liked his cup of tea, & it had to be really piping hot.  

He would start drinking it straight away.  

I remember my parents commenting that he must have a cast iron throat 

or words to that effect. It didn’t seem to hurt him as he lived to a good age.” 

 

Frances (Kenyon) Foreman 

Daughter of Harold William, grand daughter of James George. 

“I grew up in an era where children were seen & not heard & although I knew 

Grandfather James George, through visits, I can't say I really know much about him. 

The photos Lance sent you would have been taken on my father’s sheep station. 

Grandfather & step Grandma Ada, drove all the way up there to our farm, between 

Whangarei & Dargaville from Hamilton, in their old model T car. A pretty brave 

thing to do in those days, when the road was not even sealed most of the way. 

Grandfather was then in his eighties. 

Apart from that visit the only memories I have are visiting them at their Claudeland's 

home at Hamilton.   For us as children, they were very boring visits, because we were 

completely ignored. Quite different from these days when your grandchildren grow up 

as your friends.  I do know that Grandfather loved to talk & would stand at a certain 

corner on the main street in Hamilton & capture people to talk to.” 
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Family Photographs 
 

80th birthday of James George Kenyon 
 

 

 
 

John Wilson Kenyon    Harold William Kenyon    Wilfred George Kenyon 

    Ethel Mildred (Kenyon) Parry    James George    Janie Gladys (Kenyon) Parkinson  

 

 
Four generations:     Millie, Annie, Glenyss and James George 

(Millie is J.G.’s eldest daughter Ethel Mildred, who married Owen Parry.  

Annie is Millie’s daughter (she married David Burke) 

Glenyss Burke, the baby in arms, is Annie’s daughter. 

J.G. is thus posing with his daughter, grand daughter and great grand daughter) 
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James George, son Harold and grandson Keith. Photo provided by great grand son 

Lance Kenyon. Frances Forman says this photo would have been taken on Harold’s 

sheep station in Northland. 

 

 

 

 
Ada and James George.  
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Believed to have been taken in 1945 at the wedding of Kath and Clive Kenyon. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Photo provided by Lance Kenyon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On son Harold’s farm.  
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Photo provided  by  

Lance Kenyon 
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Family Group 

Left to right 

Wilfred, Harold (obscured by Mildred), John, Janie and Arthur 

In front Ada holding a bunch of flowers 

 

 

 
 



4/11/16 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 41 
 

 
                                                                                               Photo courtesy of Ngaire Holden  
 

Arthur Oliver Kenyon and his wife Helen (nee Brennan) 

With his parents James George Kenyon and Ada Kenyon (nee Oliver) 

Children: Peter and Ruth 

 

 

 
 Photographer: Newham, Wanganui             from the collection of Shirley Niederer 
 

James George and Ada wedding photo, 1909, with Ada’s family members. 

(Brian Oliver has identified his grand-parents Maud and Louis Oliver, front right. 
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Obituaries 
 

The following NOTES were compiled on the occasion of the Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary of John Wilson and Edith Adelaide Kenyon 

 
“James Kenyon was born in Picton, where his mother had been sent during the 

Taranaki Maori Wars. His youth was spent helping to develop his father’s farm on 

Frankley Rd, with little chance of a formal education. To assist with the costs of 

development he carted firewood to New Plymouth by bullock dray, and worked in the 

bush felling and pit-sawing timber. When he was 25 he married Frances Wilson and 

left the home farm to work on a farm in Tataraimaka for about 6 years. 

In 1892 he moved onto a farm on the Rowan Road, Taranaki. 

In 1895 he moved to Kaponga to work in the bush, contract clearing with his brothers 

on the Palmer Road. He later leased 50 acres on Manaia Road and worked this while 

also carting cream from Kaponga and Lower Palmer Road to Mangatoki factory. 

In 1899 he moved to Cardiff and leased a farm; in 1902 he took up a leasehold farm at 

Manaia. His wife died during this period and he left, forfeiting the lease. 

He settled again in Taranaki on a Maori lease on the Taikato Road, and after three 

years bought a farm on the Normanby Road. 

In 1909 he remarried, to Ada Oliver, in Wanganui. In 1910 he decided to give up 

dairying and bought a sheep farm at Hunterville, but in 1914 sold and moved back to 

dairying, this time at Newstead in the Waikato for some years. He retired to Hamilton, 

where he lived until his death in 1952.” 

 

 

 

 

Obituary Mr. J. G. Kenyon (Waikato Times, December 6 1952) 

 

“The death has occurred, in Heaphy Terrace, Hamilton, of Mr. James George Kenyon, 

aged 91. Born in Picton in 1861, Mr. Kenyon spent his early life in a troubled period. 

At the time his mother had to be evacuated from New Plymouth because of the Maori 

conflicts in that area, and it was not until after the fierce fighting in New Plymouth 

had subsided that Mr. Kenyon could return to his home. 

At the age of 24 he married Miss Frances Wilson, but after a short period she died. 

Mr. Kenyon took up land in South Taranaki, and began his career as a dairy farmer. 

He married again, this time to Miss Ada Oliver, and moved to take up land in 

Hunterville. In 1911 he came to the Waikato. His last farm before he retired in 1922 

was at Newstead. Mr. Kenyon enjoyed good health and the full possession of his 

faculties up until his death……” 

 

 

 

The information above would have been supplied by family members at the time, 

though there are a few small inconsistencies and minor detail errors, for example: 

James George Kenyon was born at Lower Wairau (Blenheim) not Picton. 
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Chronology 
 

28th January 1861   born  Lower Wairau, Blenheim 

1862 – approx 1870    Fulford Steeet, New Plymouth 

approx 1870 – 1885    Frankley Road farm, New Plymouth 

29th September1885  married Frances Wilson 

1885 – approx 1888    Westown, New Plymouth 

approx 1888 – 1892    Tataraimaka, Taranaki 

1892 – 1894     Rowan Road, South Taranaki 

1894 – 1899     Kaponga, South Taranaki 

1899 – 1902     Cardiff, South Taranaki 

1902 – 1903     Kaupokonui (Manaia), South Taranaki 

23rd April 1903  died  Francis (Wilson) Kenyon, Manaia 

1903 – 1906     Taikatu Rd., Otakeho, South Taranaki 

1906 – 1909     Normanby Rd., Manaia, Sth Taranaki 

1909      Sold up all, prepared to leave Taranaki 

28th October 1909  married Ada Oliver 

1909 – 1912     sheep farm, Sandon Block 

1912 – 1917     Newstead, Waikato 

1918      Bush farm at Waimai 

1919      Dairy farm at Motumaoho, Morrinsville 

1920 – approx 1935    On various Boards. Morrinsville. 

      Farm at Okoroire at some time here.1  

approx 1935 – 1952    Retired, Hamilton 

4th December 1952  died  James George Kenyon, Hamilton 

23rd January 1959  died  Ada (Oliver) Kenyon, Hamilton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Okoroire is in the Waikato, a few miles south of Matamata.  

Shirley Niederer is sure that she can remember her family visiting Grandfather (James George) on 

Sundays at a dairy farm at Okoroire.  

Recent contact with descendants of Arthur Oliver Kenyon (Dec 2013 Ngaire Holden and Mary-Ellen 

Kenyon) has confirmed that James George and Ada did have a farm at Okoroire.  
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Appendix: Racial attitudes in South Taranaki in J. G. Kenyon’s time. 
 

Titokowaru’s war, and later the passive resistance and “civil disobedience” from the 

community at Parihaka, were the direct results of confiscation by the government of 

vast tracts of Maori land in South Taranaki. The confiscated land was subdivided and 

sold to settlers. Some land was reserved for Maori, but much of that was leased on 

their behalf to settlers at “peppercorn” rental rates. Land leased by James George 

Kenyon was probably Maori land, and land he bought in Taranaki would have been 

purchased from earlier settlers, who had purchased confiscated land from the Crown.  
 

Knowing that my Grandfather (John Wilson Kenyon) had grown up in South Taranaki 

at the turn of the 19th century, I once asked him what he knew and thought of Parihaka. 

The sacking of Parihaka by Bryce and his 1600 strong Armed Constabulary took 

place in November 1881. This was seven years before John Kenyon was born, but 

well within his father’s time, and I had wondered if it had ever been a topic of 

conversation. I do not remember the words of his answer, except that there was 

nothing particularly illuminating in them. I had the feeling he did not really 

understand my question. Today we (hopefully) have a more enlightened view of what 

is now history. We can only guess what James George might have thought of these 

events, if indeed he thought much about them at all. I think Rollo Arnold, in his book 

Settler Kaponga, has summarised the settler’s position pretty well: 

 

    “The Maori Dimension 

While we have been wrestling with the settler story the Waitangi Tribunal has been 

shaping and publishing its Taranaki Report 1996. This balanced and lucid report 

provides a mass of information that would have been of deep interest and relevance to 

the Kaponga settlers of our story. The simple fact is they knew almost nothing of these 

matters, and what little they did “know” was riddled with prejudice and distorted with 

misinformation. They saw themselves as the pioneer occupants of virgin soil, taken in 

good faith from the Crown, whose rights they had no reason to doubt. To them the 

pakeha settler was the dominant shaper of their region’s life, landscape and economy. 

With no Maori resident among them, and only limited contact with the Maori of 

neighbouring settlements, most of them had a very limited understanding of Maori 

culture. While Te Whiti’s noble and eloquent protests speak powerfully to us across the 

years, to them he was merely a misguided fanatic. We may deplore their ignorance and 

prejudice. But we are ourselves guilty of ignorance and prejudice if we do not discern 

why it was that they knew no better. And we will not tell their story truly and honestly 

if we insist on forcing it into the context of our current knowledge and attitudes.  

We are right to regret that the Crown failed to “sell” its Treaty of Waitangi agreement 

within the Colony and that the settler authorities repudiated the treaty as far as they 

dared. But while most of these leaders had a very good idea of what they were doing, 

this awareness did not extend to the common settler.”              Settler Kaponga  Rollo Arnold 
 

Is there anything more to be said?            I think there is.  
 

I once had a conversation with the late Matiu Rata. It was during the time when Maori 

commercial fishing rights were emerging from the newly concocted Quota 

Management System.  I asked Mat why I should need to feel any responsibility for 

what might have been done by some people in the past. 
 

His reply was quick and simple: “Because you are a beneficiary.”  


