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Early New Plymouth Settlers







Cover photograph from the collection of Brian Oliver
NZOlivers website

Settlers James and Ruth Oliver of Holsworthy, Devonshire.
The small boy is said to be son Charles who was born in New Plymouth.
Charles Oliver was the father of James William Oliver, who married

Florence Kenyon.

Another son, Samuel, was the father o dliver, 29 wife of
James George Kenyon.
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Introduction The Kenyons and the Olivers.

| grew up vaguely familiar with the Oliver name, having heard it mentioned
occasionally during conversations betweeridilger and his Kenyon familiy but had

no real understanding of the connection. Not being descended from an Oliver, | was
content to leave the Olivers out of this research, although | had become aware of the
fact that my great grandfather James George &eimad remarried to an Oliver after

the death of his first wife, my great grandmother Frances.

| had heard my parents and grandparents sp:
(the only son oflames George Kenyon and his second wife Ada Olivgr

Also, | had heard my fatheramdly aunt speak of #ALeno and iCl
alsonsofJi m Ol i ver and AFlorrieo (my great aun
They were allwetlk nown as part of our family, thougt
generation it had been forgotten that Adav€land Jim Oliver were cousins.

(Both are descendants of the original New Plymouth pioneering family of Olivers.)

As far as | can recall, | never met any of them.
By the time of my generation, contact between Kenyons and Olivers was about to be
lost for good.

My interest in the family was sparked by hearing a recorded interview with my

grandfather Jack Kenyon, by his niece Shirley Nied&hey had finished the

interview and were chatting about Jackdés h.
was made about AShdwasadcsusimodimhGliver. Hather was i

Sam OliveEn¢cl andémds fat hedr was Charlie Ol i\
A little more research revealed that this interesting family was actually part of the first

group of British pioneers who settled in New Plymouth.

By now | felt compelled to learn more, and began to hope that it might be possible to
re-establish some connémts with the Olivers.

With my father, in 2013, | was fortunate to visit Trevor Oliver at his residence near

Tauranga. Trevor (b 1926) was a grandson of Jim and Florence (Kenyon) Oliver.

He gave me some typeritten notes regarding his father Allen Watver who had

pi oneered Taurangatd6s first Dbus service.
(Al'l en Ward Oliver had been known to our f .
Trevor was recovering from an operation, and passed away just a few weeks after our

visit.

In early 2014 my father and | visitedigéé Oliver at her home in Omokoroa, also near

Tauranga. Alice was the wife of Graham Oliver who had unfortunately passed away

just a few months prior to our visit. Graham Oliver (b 1928was also a grandson

of Jim and Florence. His father was Claresca o wn t o our family as A

Alice Oliver |l ent me a book called fAThe Al |
This book has beem goodsource of information because it has a full chapter on

Martha Oliver (nee Allen) who was the grandmotherliaih@ descendants of Jim and

Florence Oliver, most of whom had relocated from New Plymouth and settled in the

Tauranga district by the turn of thel€entury.



Trevor and Pat Oliver at their home in
Clake Road Te Puna, Tauranga.

In the centre is Cynthia Glover

Cynthia Glover is the author of
"The Allen Family" which has
extensive information on the
descendants of Charles Oliver
and his wife Martha (nee Allen).

The other Oliver/Kenyon connection was a little more difficult to trace, but worth it.

James George Kenyon and Ada (Oliver) had only one child, Airtauralf brother of

my grandfather Jack Kenyon. HAArtieo as my
family during my grandfatheros day.

My mother and father knew him (in fact he was atrtiv@dding in 1946.)

However | had never known him and had never known any of his descendants.

|l had found o,Pater Kehga,twashorrt theesans year anl was,

and | had very much hoped to meet him. Sadly, | was just a few months too late

However, shortly after Christmas of 2013 my mother, father and | were able to visit
another of Artiebds children: Ngaire Hol den
As there was a family gathering at the time, we were also able to meet Margaret,

Arti eds gWMayEten KenylordandePeter Kenyon, and other descendants

of Arthur Oliver Kenyon.

In fact the family gathering at the home of Ngaire Holden at that Christmas time was
partly to remember Artieds son Peter. He h:
departure had been sudden and unexpected.

Arthur Oliver Kenyon and his wife Helen Children of Artie and Helen:

with children Peter and Ruth. Peter, Margaret

Centre are Arthuro6s par ent sNgaire, Ann, Ruth

Ada (nee Oliver) andames George Kenyon, (Ann i s Helends daughter, now

Graeme Kenyon
Auckland  October 2016
graemekenyon@hotmail.com
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Origins

The Oliverscamefrom the ancient market town of Holsworthy, in the north west of
DevonshireThey were millers by trade.

Boyton Mill

This is the old family
home the Olivers left
behind in Devonshire.

This photograph
comes from a
collection stored on
NZOlivers website.

From the Neville
Richards collection.

The present mill house dates from 1808, producing flour from corn.
James and his brother Samuel had lived here since 1827.

James Oliverand a large number of other Holsworthy fdilad beenmpressed byan
emigrationproposakirculated bythe newlye st abl i shed APl ymouth Co

Under the leadership of one of their number, Captain Henry Kingidymade the
commitment o leave their homand voyageo alittle-known land orthe other side

of the world They were among the earliest arrivals at what was to be a tiny, isolated
settlementheyc al | ed ANew Pl ymouth. o

The Oliver family comprisedamesOliver and his wife Ruth, witkheir children
Mary Ann (14) John (11), William (9), Samuel (7), James (6), Matilda (4)

and Francis (1).

They were accompanied by James Ol iv
We will refer to him as Samuel the Millerso asnotto confusenimwithJ a me s
young sorSamuel (7) above.

The Olivers of particular interest in this narrative are two of the children:
(1) Samuel (age 7) who grew up to be the father of Ada Oliver,
(second wife of James George Kenyon)
(2) the youngesthild Charles, who hadot yet been born.
Charles Oliver was born in New Plymouth in 1843, and he grew up to be
the father of James William Oliver (husband of Florence Kenyon.

The Oliver family sailed from Plymouth in March 184h the emigrant ship
Amelia Thompson.

At that timethe actual location of the proposed colony had not yet been decided.
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The Voyage of theAmelia Thompson

This impression of thAmelia Thompsoni s t a k €he Establishmenfiof the New
Plymouth Settlement in New Zealahy Rutherford and Skinner.

The Amelia Thompson, 477 tons and just 6.5

feet (2 metres) between decks, carried 187

men, women and children, together with the

shipbs crew, making a total

She left Plymouth imate March 1841 and
arrivedin New Plymouth almost six months
later, in early September.

Although the tender for the hire of the ship

stated that she was frated
it was said by her Captain that some time after

the New Plymouth voyage she was beached for

antifouling and it was discovered that her back

was broken. When this was brought to the

attention of Lloyds, the Secretary was said to

have replied AOh, yes, we K

was broken in | aunching. o
(Anecdot e r epoC€hoeides bf faraBabf)f er n i n A

On the voyage of thAmelia Thompsothe physical welfare of the passengers was

secured by means of a fpaymegargesriban r esul t s o
arrangement which would be descrilieday by the euphemisinf i nanc i al i ncen:
For everylive adult landed in New Zealand he was to receive a fee of 10s, for those

between 7 and 14 years 5s, for those under 7 years old 3s 4d. A deduction from those

fees of 20s to be made for every death, and an addition of 20s for every live birth.

W. H. Skinner wrote: AAs the births on the
doctor scored somewhat on the | atter part

EMIGRATION VESSEL -~

ASi x foot si x i n onhgef@miisteatédnoedenMNewsaglo B5E5 € 0
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The voyagearduous and long, has beetordedn some detaiby Rutherford and

Skinner, with extensive quotations from the ships log, letters home, and a journal kept

by John Newlandwh o we shall meet again | ater as t}l
(The same diary recoré@®meyears latethat Newlandbnce had occasion to lock up

the young larrikin Joseph Hawke.)

There is no need here for another detailed
An extract from one letter home to Devonshiié suffice:

ADear MOhihery , I hope, will find you in good
well; we have buried our dear little baby; nine weeks old when he died. We had a

long voyage; our family was not on land, after we went on board at Plymouth, until

landed tere at New Plymouth, six months and three days on board. It is a trial for a

family that has been well reared to be closed up, as it wetke voyage; but thanks

be to Him that cared for us over the wide

Sinceearly August thearrival of the Amelia Thompsohad been anxiously awaited by
the first groupthose who had already who had already made their vayadarrived

a few months beforenthe William Bryan

They hadstruggled through thevinter, housed in tents and raupo wés,and were
beginning to run dangerously low on supplies.

The late arrival of thémelia Thompsowas in part due to a misunderstanding.

Earlier, in Januaryhe Plymouth Company survey party in th&roughan, looking

for a suitable site for the tlement,had visitedhe Sugar Loaf (Ngamotu) area on the
Taranaki coastyut haddecided against it. They th@noceeded to the @a ofCloudy
Bay in the Southdland, near to where Nelson is today. After beihgwn around
rather quickly bya whaler there calleBicky Barrett, the chief surveyor, Carrington
probably influenced by Barretiecided to return tthe Taranaki coagbr another

look. They anchored at Ngamotu again in February. Persuaded thmaetattsy

Waitara river was unsuitadas a harbouiCarrington finally chose Ngamotu as the
site for the new settlement, despite the absenceydiabour, because of the
proximity of suitable land for farming, and access to timber for building

Ngamotu, the open beach, at first rejectieen later chosen as the site for the

Pl ymouth Companyds settlement, to be call e
(The photograph belongs to the Al exander, Turnbull L
a biography of Dickie Barrettyritten by Angela Caghey)
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By this time the first immigrant shiy/illiam Bryanhad already set sail for New
Zealand. Whe\melia Thompsosgailed her captain, too, did not knathat the final
destination was tbe NgamotuCaptainDawson had beeoommissionedo take the
AmeliaThompsoro Cloudy Bay to await further instructions.

Passengersn theAmelia Thompsofirst sighted New Zealanat daybreak on 28
July as they lay becalmdxfore entering Cook Straight, heading for Cloudy.Bay
(They had a good view of Cape Egmond &ape Farewell.)

After much delay at Port Underwo@@loudy Bay)andthen atPort Nicholson (the
fledgling town of Wellington) the vessel finallyabed its course for New Plymouth.
The winds wereontray and the ship was undballasted. Th€aptainwas
somewhat reluctartb go the extra distancand all bo aware that he was
approaching an exposed coast which afforded no harbour, and no pilot.

By mid August the first arrivalat Ngamotu (New Plymouth$till with no news of
the Amelia Thompsqgrwere in a serious situationobd suppliesverenow almost
exhaustedAmelia Thompsohad been forced to return to Port Underwood.
There she was caught in a galad due to an anchor feup, almost wrecked.

By the end of Augusthe wagroperly ballasté and on her way again.

A few miles short oNew Plymouth sheay stoppedpecalmed off the Timaru River

Patience finallybroka nd a s hi p6s b o aarivedvaits someaotitimec h e d |,

immigrants,at New Plymouth latéhatevening. Thg approached shore the dark,
almost capsizing in theurf. Theofficial date ofarrival of theAmelia Thompsors
thus given by Rutherford and Skinner &Sptembeil841

Some more passengdededa few dgs later, but bad weathéarced the shipo

stand awayThis pattern was repeatetiambe of times, and it wasomeweeks
beforethe cargo and the long awaitedpplies were landed, atite last of the
pasengers had braved the surf, to finally dtan the open beach of their new home.

Sadly, dter all thediscomfort, frustrationprivationsand delay- for the Oliversthe
joy of finally arriving wasovershadowed by grief.

The journal ofJohn Newlandfor the month of Julyecords:
i 20 (Olivers) chidwas ommi tt ed to the deep aged 6

T he OlltleweyrJam®s6 years oldhad diedat seaon the20" July 1841
It was st aweekbefore the first sighting dlew Zealand.
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The Very Early Days in New Plymouth

Ontheir arrivalduring the month of Septemb&841, passengers from themelia
Thompsorfound a small community based on the remnants of the survey party sent
out in theBroughamin February, and the first immigrants off télliam Bryan who

had arrived in March, totalling perhaps 150. Some had been living in raupo huts
which the local whaler Dicky Barret had arranged to be constrimteldem, others

in tents. With he arrival of theAmelia Thompsarthis immigrant population was now
more thandoubled.

Amelia Thompsogailed awayn mid October and shortly after thaetRegina

arrived bringing furtheluggage and supplies, the unloading bicth was delayed

due todangerousea conditionBy early November a further 19%migrantshad

arrived on theériental. After unloading, thériental cleared out following a narrow
escape from shipwreck. Theginawas less fortunate and ended up wrecked after the
discharge of just 40 tons hfggage and cargo onto the exposed, oteath.

Thefirst settlers had built a bridge over the Huatoki stream, completed a storehouse,
and explored the country as far as the Waitara River. Some had obtained their own
Ahousesod (raupo whares built by the Maoris

tetr S Ay

New Plymouth in November 1841.(Taranaki Herald Centennial issue, 185P952)

This is the earliest known sketch of New Plymouth.
Made from the corner @f o d 8npuglsam and Powderham Streehe sketclshows:

On the right, the Pusg; omthetlefi, HdswontpyaHillylabes war e h

Mt. Eliot; centre, the first Huatoki bridge, between the present Devon Street and Hill
Street bridges. Raupghare(house built of thatch) on the left.
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Raupo whare

Raupo is a leafy plant found in the
swamps and wetlands which were
numerous in the early days. It was
suitable for making thatch.

Such farm house whares were still
in use in Taranaki as late as the

turn of the century.
(Photograph from Taranaki Herald
Centennial Issue 1852 1952.)

In 1841 the situation could hardly be described as idyllic.

The lack of a harbour had earned the settlement a bad reputation and ship owners

were reluctant to go there. As a result, one of its early problems was isolation.

This led to early shortages of food and supplies.

(The problem slowly resolved itself later, as sail power became replaced by steam.)
In addition to infestations of fleas and other pests, including a remarkable plague of
rats, the first settlers had aldgaexperienced a rather unsettling earthquake.

And during those early days when progress had stalled due to the late arrival of the
Amelia Thompsarboredom had set in, resulting in instances of drunkenness.

Some of the leading settlers becgmassimistic, predicting collapse of the colony,
criticising the choice of site, and coveting the nearby Waitara with the easy and fertile
land along its banks, and its river mouth and small harbour (though in fact it could be
negotiated only by small coaswvessels.)

Dr. Weekesearlier, hadbeen repoihg shortages of food, h mthdi severe shock of
anearthquake and i ncr e a s thigis tderefiect &kf ¢the labewsess hdving

no amusement$ andon theratplaguefi . . one man aidedqiBdoori n a pit
twentyfive in one nighth. However haemained plased withthe pogress of his

vegetable gardemduring Novembehe waswriting: fiMoschitos very troublesome

these two nights pasteéeo iWai kat os t hreat
Wa i t a r(Bhése were Maori war parties who, two decades before, had raided and
de-populated the areaiNo tea, coffee orsugamnth e Col ony ! FI our getti

Despite all this, for many settlers, optimism remained high that this place held more
potential for them than the old home counfrize first allotment of town sections had
taken place (drawn by ballot.)

By December things were looking a little better.
And there are many records of letters written halaeng that timewhich can be
descbed in todayds terms as fAupbeat. o

One of the first to disembark from the Amelia Thompson wrote:

fnéWe had the best treat that evenin for s
pl enty of roast pork, pot ategagsothacodntrygr een s,
Ithihnknoone can disli ke it, and wages ajre very

be more comfortable when we move intoo o wn home @AHCSEnned
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Further examples recorded Wy. H. Skinner

i é | Houghtthat evertl should leave my native land; but | hope and trust it|is all
for the best; for now | have got a house of my own, given to us for two {msettse
Company), and garden, which stands on 20 yagism)of ground. My house is 16
feet broachnd 24 feetlong 3 6 s d amweérking for the company at my trade
(blacksmith); the hours are from hqlést seven in the morning until halst four,
and | am gettings 6d to 8s per d&y. . 0

ARéThis i s a beauti ful cncewsntt riyn, tlh es hwoou Il dd és a0
harbour (?) is very bad; that is all against this place, for the land is what the Natjves

call the Garden of New Zeal andée. I am happ:
is as well off here as t hellheded beswillkeepe| at hom
hi mself sober, but if he drinks, al i's oV

a country of cannibalsé. o

Al wish you were all here. 1t is the prett]

think if you knew howwe getopou woul d not ab@wd.eskinnerny Engl an

The tone of most of these letters is the same. Optimism regarding their future,
satisfaction at having decided to leave Eng, wages, fertility of soil, the prospect of
home ownership, and so on. Bgcessity it seems, a focus on material matters, and
apart from general comments about the beauty of the country, surprisingly no mention
of what one might have expected todbdominating first impression: the sight of Mt.
Egmont. Eviéntly they found mar satisfactia in looking davn at the soil and what
diligence mightring them, thatooking upwards athe skylinefor their inspiration

Most of the original Maori inhabitants (said to include a fighting force of 10,000 men
between the Waitara and Newyfouth) had been displaced 20 years before, by

musket raids from the Waikato in the north. Those not killed or escaped as refugees to

the Wellington aredhad been taken away as captive slaves. Only a few had remained
behind, in semhiding, and these webmed the first influx of settlers, assuming their
presence would provide protection. As the
converting the Waikato Maoris to Christianity, some of those who had been enslaved

were released. Carrington in his journabwr e A On my first arrival
were very few, perhaps 60 or 80. They are now more numerous, perhaps 300. Many

are constantly returning from captivity.o
generally good, and a number of letters homeiattitime express relief that they were

not Acannibalisticd as some had obviously

Early the following year th&imandraarrived.
(A numbe of key people in our family historrived on thélimandra,and it wll be

more convenient to telher story, and resume the stoof the settlement of New
Plymouth in another scrap bogk
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Samuel Ol i ver , isteMiver PI ymout hés F

Not to be confused with Jarmadultb@therver 6s son
Samuel the Millerwho emigrateda@ New Plymouthogethemwith our Oliverfamily.
After his arrival in New Plymoutiamuel Oliver weninto partnership with a fellow

o s ho P mds 1o immigrant from theAmelia

W n d 1 - Wiy . - o .

1843, Mr Rundle designed and built the Thgm_pﬁ_omamedl?lcl’}ard l?:]ndle’

“ Alpha flour mills.” The remains, of the | @0 within a couple of yeartey

first four mill erected in Taranaki, are Setup the first flour mill ifNew

still to be seen immediately below Mr | Plymouth.

Bauchope's residence, on the Carrington

Road. On completion of the mill, Mr

Rundle entered into partnership with the | Taranaki Herald

late Mr Samuel Oliver, as miller, the latter | 12" February 1894

conducting the milling business, and Mr| (Obituay of Richard Rundle)

Rundle carrying on his trade as builder,

e, V. nm hear of hir

Early watercolour. | (Tarnaki Herald Centennial Editid952)

On the right the Alpha flour mill, situated on theatoki river bank.

They called the enterprise AAl pha Mill o A
Years Agoo) the | and had been purchased an
1843. The | ocation was f@Aon the Roadst bank o
about one hundred yards above the Vivian S
W. H. Skinner wrote in 1923:

AThe first grinding stones were madgeg from |
the river bank)é. This mill ground al]l the -
considerable quantities were also exported. The flour for exportation was carted to the

beachby Mr. Joll, whose team consisted of four goats and a dog, and with this strange

team many hundreds of tons of wiHISkntedy | was t a
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Mr. S. Oliver has just had prepa;ed,l by
a stonemason named Williams, a second
pair of stones for his mill. The first pair,
which have been at work some months,
grind equal to any French burrs. Mr, Wil-

liams offers to cut a pair for the Nelson mill
if required.

. In wan. .t ye The
mill erected by Oliver, all of materials
found on the spot, is at work night and day,
and, with its two pair of stones, grinds
upwards of 400 bushels of wheat weekly.

™  Tarp T oeaps otly - 1in -

10 tons of 1st quality Taranaki Flour, from
Oliver’s mill

Nelson Examiner and New
Zealand Chronicle

13 September 1845

Nelson Examiar and New
Zealand Chronicle

October 1846

New Zealand Speator and
Cooks Strait Guardian,
31 October 1846

Another image of the Alpha Mill (from a rare photograph owned by the late Mr.
Harry Mace. Image was found in newspaper articlelé®livers website.)
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Wlv.. € L y 4o _AAL TLTAL. . Emanese The NeW Zealand Spectator and
Irbelongs to Mr. S. Oliver anin-| Cooko6s Straight
38nd industrious settler who was a| 12"April 1845

pMiler iopgland : the whole L 1% f1 ¢ belongs

i ~ment . . . .
s ey was | aningenious and industrious
settler who was a working

Miller in England the whole of the machinery was made in the settlement under his
direction, and in part by himself. In making the bolting machine, not being able to

-

procure any wire, he has substituted thin slips of wood for the coarser parts, ant
muslin for the finer pds. The stones, which are three feet ten inches in diameter

Guardi ar

0

rm

Mr

(about 1m), are made of a bluish kind of granite, which is met with in great abundance

on the shore of the district, and which is found to answer the purpose of grinding

remar kabl y iweof grireling at tHeseemillpis 10d. per bushel, the miller

retaining the bran, or 15d. without the bran, or 1s. 6d. for grinding, dressing and

delivering the flour and brané. FIl opur

competent judges to be of firsteagquality. We are informed that Mr. Oliver has
offered to deliver flour of this quality in Wellington for 12 pounds per Gash 0

The stone foundations of the mill may be
seen across the Huatokd Stream from the
Walkoway adjacent to the millstones. The
dam to provide water for the wheel was
made using the large rocks nearby, Several
notches for the dam’s braces may be seen
m them.

Other mills soon followed, one being the Victoria whose mechanical parts were all

imported from England.
In 1850 SamueDliver bought out a competitdrthe Union Mill, which he took over
from W. J. Halse. In this he was assisted by his two Sansuel Jnr. and Frank.

WhenSamuel Oliver died in 1873 the Union Mill was sold to Honeyfield and Reid.

LA, o Jad . P
Unlon M|II on QueerStreet in the early 1870$FromTaIes of Old Taranakiy Murray Moorhead)
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A singular discovery of bullets in wheat
purchased by Mr 8. Oliver from the Sea
Gull, ex Wanganui, occurred the other
day. Mr Oliver was passing the wheat
through the smut machine, when suddenly
it was stopped by some foreign substance,
and on examination it was found to be
choked by a bag of 400 bullets, weighing
15 lbs, The bag of wheat which had con-
tained the bullets was bought at Wanganui
from the natives.

On Tuesday the schooner Sea Gull, be-
longing to Mr S. Oliver of this place, was
struck by lightming during a thunder
storm that passed over the settlement be-
tween 9 and 10 a.m. The electric fluid
struck the head of the mainmast, smash-
ing it, and dividing chains and bars of
iron, passed down mto the hold, filling
it with smoke, and causing a leak of such
magnitude that to save the lives and pro-
pclty on board she was beached near the
Henwi river, where she now lies a total
wreck. The Sea Gull was at anchor dis-
charging cargo, and was not insured. 4

One ofMurray Moorhead s T ar an ak i telwafa padyrofeadadiaus e s

Taranaki Herald 200October 1860

An interesting discovery during the
first Taranaki war.

Taranaki Herald 15August 1873

Samuel Ol iverds
was struclkby lightening
uninsured.

Maoris whocreptinto town one nightpast the sentrieand stolesomebags of flour
from Ol i ver O0apromisefdr Samielcrawied bnettfe wvall in charcoal,
that they woulgpaynext time they were in town.

During the war period, when the town was overcrowded and unsanitary, many

schoone

families remaining in the town became victims of outbreaks of contagious diseases.

On 11" April 1861 Samuel Oliver lost his eldest son John, age@id then two ays

later his eldest daughter Annabella, aged 14.
Both died from diphtheria(Taranaki Herald 18 April 4" May 181)

I n the 1860s and 70s

Saa avdier featuts nunvesousy.s adver

In later years he must have had a number of customers who forgot to pay their bills.
In the 1870s Samuel is frequently reported as resorting to the courts to recover debts.

In March 1873 Messrs Honeyfield and Reid bought thetMills from Samuel

Oliver.

Samuelliver died in May 1873.

23/09/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com
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Deaths Taranaki Herald 24th May 1873

OLIVER.—On the 20th May, at Lis residence, Moturon,
Samver Ouver, aged 63 years.

Samuel Oliver
The first miller in New Plymouth.

EstablishedAlpha Flour Mill in 1843 with
partner Richard Rundle.

In 1850 he purchased the Union Mill,
which he sold shortly before he died in
1873.

(Image taken from Tales of Old North Taranaki by
Murray Moorhead.)

(Note: When Samuel the miller emigrated to New Plymouth oAthelia Thomson
there was a fellow passenger called Miss Bakiesis was Charlotte Baker.

(See passenger lists in Rutherford and Skinner.)

This is not the Miss Baker who Samuel married.

S a m s avife dvas Miss Elizabeth Baker who arrived in New Plymouth in 1842, with
her parents Robert and Emma Baker, on the Bleipheim)

12 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 24/09/2016
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James and Ruth Oliverin New Plymouth

James Oliver, of Holsworthy, Devon, was born off R&v 1805.

Ruth Grace Batten was born orf"&ug 1800.

They married on 28August 1826 and fifteen years later joir@apt.HenryKi n g 6 s
party and embarked ahe Amelia Thompsaqrone of the first immigrant ships of the
Plymouth Company.

ON SALE, Little is known of theirfirst few years in

BY THE -UNDERSIGNED, New Plymouth, but by 1852 the family
YWO STELRS in excellent condition, | appears to be living at Woodleigh Fatm
One 2 year old—the othor 12 months,

Apply to Taranaki Herald 29September 1852
JAMES OLIVER, Woodicigh Farm, P

The obituary of Matilda Oliver records that before the (mdrich commenced
February 1860bhe family lived on Carringto Rd just beyond the junction of Tarahua
Rd, and that during the war the family was forced to move into Town, and their
homestead was burned down.

The following noticein the & April 1861 Taranaki Heraldseems to verify tis, as

the descriptioni Ca r r i naneaonnd Rd,e hal f mi |l ensatchHk r om Towt
MatildaOl ver 6s description:

Aj ust beyond the junction of Tarahua RdoO.

ALPHABETICAL LIST of European Settlers resident at Taranaki
New Zealand, whose Homesteads, &c., have been burned by the
rebel Maories, between the periods of the 17th March, 1860,
and the 31st March, 1861 ; showing the Approximate Distance
of each Homestead from the nearest Military Post or Garrison,

Names of Settlers, | Name of District, | Approximate Distance from the nearest Militaty Post by

Road, and sundry other Remarks.

Northeroft W. ... | Bell Block | 13 miles from Bell Block Stockade.

Nield J. C...... | Henui 13 do. Town.

Oliver J. ....... | Carrington Road | One mile and a-half from Town.

Oliver Gvvuvvess | Mangorel 6 miles from any Military Post.
wept . T, T tmal 7T de e

(The G Oliver on Mangorei Rd is, at this stage, a mystery.
Evidently there wasrather Oliver familyjncludingaii Ge o r g e livieg in New r 0
Pl ymouth in the 18600s.)

! Woodleigh Farm, where the Olivers may have lived in 1852, now makes up Frankleigh Park, a suburb
in New Plymouth between Westown and Vogeltown. The estate was owned by William Cutfigjd Kin
son of Captain Henry KingN.

Later, during the wars, Widm Cutfield King, a Captain in the Taranaki Rifle Volunteers, was elected

to Parliament, but was killed before the first session.

He would occasionally move out from the safety of the town to inspect his farm and check his cattle.

In 1861 he was caughy a group of Maori fighters and shot before he could get away on his horse.

The incident was witnessed from Marsland Hill.
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The NZOliverswebsite shows an image of the title deeds to a farm on Mangorei Rd.
said to have been purchased by Ja@kver in 1858PerhapsJ Oliver had a farnon
Mangore Rd inadditiontothefarni one woha | kralaih mi |l es from Town

the Carnngton Rd farm house was Ilsted as having been burned down in 1860.
)

From

Website

The west
boundary
15 the
Hema
Stream
Slightty
firther
west is
Carrington

The Westernmost road is Frankley Rd which runs down to |ntersect Carnngton Rd.

In the 1855 1856,1857/58and B60lists of men qualified and liable to serve as
jurorsin New Plymouth  J ame s Ol i alveaysgiven agCardngtersRel. | s

It is possible that the Olivers/ed first at Woodleigh farnthe estate of Capt. Kirig
andthenin 1858 shifted to theiown farm on Mangorei Rd.
At both farms the address could be given, roughly, as Carrington Rd.

(From the photograph albums of NZOlivavebsite)
Said to be Mangorei Rd, the photograph shows the early stages of breaking in a farm
from the bush. Mt. Taranaki (Egmont) in the background.

14 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 24/09/2016
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Regarding the period before the 1860 war, inconsistencies remain as to wkacdy

the family lived andvhat land they owed. By now James hdide adult sons,

including Charles in his late teerss possiblyhe hadmore than one property.
YoungSamuel had probably moved or was about to move to Wanganui around 1860.
Duringthe 186 war t he @asipbnaeredpossiilyby\Wdato Maoris

who came south tdaranaki to join the fighting.

Taranaki Herald 12Aug 1860

At the same time New Plymouth seems %o
be in a critical position—hemmed in by hordes
mwf blood-thirsty savages. To those who know|
the settlement we need only mention: that the
following homesteads have been found plun-
dered ; Messts. Oliver’s, Broadmore's, Captain
King’s, Messrs. W. C. King’s, G!muhe s, M;:.-
Kechney’s, Richardson’s, Des Voeux's, and Joll's;
and that when the armed party proceeded to
Broadmore's they heard guns firing at Ratanui,
In Oliver's house the words “Nga Waikato”
were found written upon the wall.  The state
of siege in which New Plymouth at present 1s
must be intelligible- to all acquainted with ity
position.

This is interesting becauséstory tells us the first record of Waikato participation in
the Taranaki War was the (fthrem) disastrous battle of Mahoetahi in November
1860.

This reference, above, suggests a war party from the Waikatbamaybeen in
Taranaki as early as August.

After the war there is no doubt, that, apart from son Samehadshifted to
WanganuiJames Oliver and his family wesetled onvarious farm blocksn
Mangorei Rd.

Jamesd wife Ruth (nee RutdfSegenberéseBatten) d

23/09/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 1 5



In 1880 James Oliver was lucky not to be drowned.

Taranaki Herald 25February:

Mr. James Oliver had a narrow e<cape from
being drowned yesterday, It appears he was
coming along the side of the railway line be-
tween the beach and Devone-street, and when
near the bridge must have missed his footing
aiud fell into the river, being unable to get
out again. A young lady sceing him in that
position told the police, when Constable Roach

immediately went to  his  assistance,

jumping into the river and holding the old
man’s head out of the waler till help arrived.
Mr. Oliver, who is between 70 and 89 years of
age, was then lifted on to the Lank and taken
carc of by his friends, Iad not the old man
been seen at the time he was and Mr. Roach
so quickly gone to his assistance, he would
certainly have been drowned ; as it was
it was some iimec before Le recovered
cousciousness,

Order o

much so in fact that Charles begarworry that the family fortune was disappearing.

n 1885 t he

p | JancesOdivero n

youngest son
ol d

Charl es

It seems that in his senior yealames had become rather fond of strong drisd

went

Taranaki Herald Z1August 1885
POLIOE' COURT.

THIS DAY, _
Fripay, August 21.—Before C. E. Rawson,
Esq,, R.M.
PROHIBITION ORDER.
Mr. Hughes applied in the behalf of
Charles Oliver for a prohibition order

‘against James Oliver.

Sergennt Duoffin gave cvidence that de-
fendant was of intemperate habits.

Defendant said he was 80 years of age,
and had worked hard during his lifetime,
and had saved moncy. Ile impoverished
nobody by his indulgence, having money
out at interost, and the house in which his
son-in-law snd family lived belonged to
him. Ho thought nobody had a right to
interfere.

Mr. Cholwill gave evidence as to money
defendant had received.

Me. Hughes urged that the fact of the
defendant wasting his substance was suffi-
cient grounds to issue the ovder.

_ His Worship said tho ground on which
the order was asked for was that the de-
fendant was wasting his estate by exces-

was. an extreme cage,

that he could not make the order, because
it was not shown what income Mr. Oliver
had and what proportion he apent in drink.
Defendant had not a wife and family to

.support, and the law does mnot cast

upon anyone the duty of leaving
money to his children. All that' the
administrators of law had to do was to see
that the defendant was not thrown as a
burden upon the country. Unless it was
shown--that somebody was in danger of
being left on the parish, the law had no
right to interfere.

Mr. Hughes asked how His Worshi
would view o case in which a man wit
£1,000 spent £900 of it in drink and lived
on the remainder.

His WorshiP said he .was not called
upon fo decide that question. It
ut he was
inclined to think a man would
have a perfect right to do so, providing he

did not commit a breach of the peace or

waste his money-so that he would ulti-

mately come upon the parish. His Worship

t

o

jocularly remarked that if his own grown
up family sought to limit his expenditure
in such a way he would entirely forget tuv
include their namies in his lust will and
testament.

The Court adjourned.

sive drinking. His Worship said that
waste was a . comparative term, and that
while spending 1s. would be waste with
one man, spending 10s. would not be
waste with another. It appeared to him

TheOrder was not grantefin fact Charles was mildly admonished by the Judge.)
A week later James was charged with being drunk in Brougham,&inekfined 5s.
On informing the judge that he waot drunk and would not pay, vas sentenced to

24 hours imprisonmentHe was also warned thiit happened agairhe might
indeed be facing a prohibition order.
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Taranaki Herald 31August 1885

POLICE COURT.
THIS DAY.

MoNDAY, August 31.—Before ¢. E. Raw-
son, lisq., R. M., und R. Parris, Esq., J.P.
DRUNK. — James Oliver was charged
with being drunk in Brougham-street lust
Mocday. — Constable Roche proved the
offencs, and stated that accused was very
drunk, and he took himn home to his friends,

—His Worship eaid that as it was a first
offence accused would only bs fined 5a.
If he appeared in Court again & pro-
hibition order might be issued against
him.—Prisoner nuintnined he was not
drunk, and would not pay the fine ; and &
sentence of 24 hours imprisonment was
given.

FUNERAL KOTICE.

———

HE Funeral of the late JANES OLIVER
will leave his later sidenceat 1 30 p.m

sharp To-MoRROW (Sahirday).

Friends wi!l kindly accept this intimation.

JAMES LOVERIDGE,
Undestaker,

ba3 ap2

Sadly, the intractable old

year later, on
1% April 1886

Taranaki Herald
2" April 1886

James Oliver

18057 1886

(Photograph from NZOlivers
website www.nzolivers.com)

23/09/2016
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Samuel Oliver (Son ofJames Oliver and father of Ada Oliver)

Samuel Oliver wasdorn on 7 October 1833 in Devonshire
He was jusB years old when the family arrivéd New Plymouthon theAmelia
Thompsonn September 1841.

Samuel does not appear on any Jury list, or eldatian New Plymouth

It is said that he grew up to become a carpenter.

It is not established exactly when he left Taranaki, but he settled and married in
Wanganui probably no later than early 1860.

(The first Taranaki War commenced in February 186&hath time Samuel was 27
years of age, however unlike his brother Franeissmot listed in Stowers (2012) as
having applieddr a NZ medalThis suggests he might have moved from Taraimaki
or before early1860.)

These beautiful chairs are
said to lave been made by
Samuel Oliver.

Y A\ | Before he went farming in
__:‘.-.*.)gg . 4 v Y Wanganui he was a
7 S\ | craftsman carpenter.

‘* e

(Photograph from the
collection of Rachel Oliver
| NZOlivers website.)

Samuel Oliver marriedanet (Jessie) Higgie, of Blink Bonnie estate, in Wanganui, in
1862, andn 1870he appears on the Wanganui electoral roll as owning freehold land,
section 73 on No. 3 Line, Wanganui.

From then until his death in 1907, this mixed farm holding at Non&, bf

approxi mately 90 acres, adj oilddressgmp Gor don P
Wanganui.

In 2013 Brian Oliver (NZOlivers website) wrote:

AfOne thing that puzzles me is whgndhe (Samu:

moved to Wanganui. | have a theory, with no evidence, is that he was a carpenter and
he may have worked on the New Plymouth Colonial hosphal contractor | believe

being Thomas Higgie. So, | wonder if Tom Higgie enticed him to work for him in
Warganui- where he was basednd met/fell in love with his daughter and duly

married? My theory, nothing to back it up.
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Blink Bonnie (The Higgie estate)

J e s s i e Bhemas Hidgikeame from Blinkbonnie, in Edinburgh.

Hence the name g to theestate in Wanganui.

(Blinkbonnie was amall hamét of SW Edinburgh Council Are#t.overlooked the
Water of LeithoppositeCurrie, 5% miles (9 km) southwest Btinburghcity centre.
Originally a farm, which still exist¥

Samuel Oliver
Married Jessie Higgie in 1862

Samuel and Jessie had nine children:

Mary 1863- 1947
Ada 1864- 1959
James 1866- 1948
Matilda 1868- 1869
Samuel 1870- 1943
Louis 1872- 1938
Alice 1874- 1945

Jessie (Bertha)18761952
Margaret 1879- 1879

(Photograph from the collection of
Joy Nixon NZzOlivers website.)

of several chains from the edge. We
then cross a corner of Mr Samuel
Oliver’s section, still rather swampy,
there being no outlet for the swface
water. Proceeding onwards, the line| The Railway line
will cut through the land occupied by
Mr Alex. Higgie, which is drier than
ny we have met with since leaving
he bush, being higher, more open, and
ut of the swamp. An angle of Mr

ilson’s land is here cut off from the | wanganui Herald 15 Dec 1873
remainder, after which another portion
f Mr Higgie's land is traversed by the
ino for a space of some twenty-five

Ol'ivers6 and Higgiesd | a

Samuel Oliver v. W. Strachaun. Claim
—£56 18s. X '

Mr H_ utclginson for the plaintiff.

Verdiet for amount and costs, with

onc month imprisonment in default of| 15 June 1875 Wanganui Herald
payment. :

Resi dent Magistrateods Co
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Required for Jury Service, names include:

Samuel Oliver, John Higgie, Thos. Higgie..

For the position of sub-inspector to jthe
Harbour Board the following 25 applications
were received :—David Rose, W. 5, Fleet-
wood, Chas. Davy;P. L. Sim,: Villiers
Beere, 8. Grant,; Jamgs Sultmap, Alfred
Ryan, William Jackson, m AGibson,
8. Plumley, S. Burgess;:’ Bol “Daniels,
Samuel Oliver, G. A, Garris; John Newman)
8. Clansey, R, 8. Patchett, P, Jarvis, W,
G. Abram, John Richmond, E, H. Canno-
burn, J. Batten, . Gifford, and G. Wins-
laid," The Board fteacflved itself- into. Cgm'-
mittee to consider the applications, * *

Refusal to comply with Council Order

Wanganui Herald 3" Oct 1880

Harbour Board

Wanganui Herald
15" September 1882

Wanganui Chronicle 13May 1885

The action brought by the Wangnchu
Boud Beard against Aawmuel Oliver, for
refusing to comply with an order of the
board 7e the removal of some willow trees,
excited some interest yesterday at the
Resident Ma ristrate’s Court  Mr Hutehi-
ron appeared for the board, and Mr Barni-
coat for the defendant. Mr Lifliton, secre-
tary to the board, gave evidence a3 to the
locality of defendant s land, and tho damage
through moisture which the board alleged
the willows did to the road. Messrs
Porteous and Jobn MceGregor, wardens of
the board, gave corroborative evidence.
Mr Bainicont, for the delence, snid the
defendant undoubtedly had a right to plan
trees on his properly. The quesiion to be
decided wans the dumage the overhanging

| dant, M+ Snmnuel Oliver, said the willows
“had been there for 17 or 18 years.

branches real'y did to the road. The defon-

The
trees did not overhang the road, nor did he
think their removal would make any
difference to the r-ad, Mr Fommerville,
tho chairmun of the Wanganui County
QOouncil, said the metalled road was not
overhung by the trees, and it was a pleasant
drive through the trees in suminer time.
ths Worship eaid the board had a right to
wahe an orucy respecking thw irees, Iie
coanitlered 8 nue njury il been done, bul
ned siieh gs needed o hesvy poralty.  Wined
ura shilling o day foe tho nino duys on
which the oraer rowuined in foree, with
ooata d7a,

Samuel 6s wife Jessi

Oriver—0On the ard inetant, at her resi:
dence, No. 3 Line, Jessie, the beloved
wife of Samuel Oliver, aged 40 years

" Mrs Jessie Oliver, wife of Mr Samusl
Olliver, of No. 3 Line, died of bronchitis
yesterday, at the ago of 49, MrsO!liver
was the daughter of the late Mr Thomas
Higgie, of Okoia, and a native of Wan-
ganui. The deceased was well known and
respected in the neighbourhood, and her
death will be déeply regretted, not only
within the family circle, but by numerous
frionds and acquaintances scattered all
over the district. = She leaves a husband
and & family of seven children—three
boys .and four gils—all of whom are
grown up. The funeral will leave the
residence about 2 p.m to-morrow, and is
due on the Town Bridge at three o’clock.

20
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e died on 3rd Dec

Wanganui Chronicle
4" December 1891
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BRADLEY—OLIVER.— On Sepiembey
3, 1903, at the residence of the
bride's father, by the Rev. J. W,
Hayward: Thomas Henry, eldest
son of the late Mr Edwin Bradley,
to Jessie Bertha, youngest daughrei
of Mr Samuel! Oliver, No. 3 Line,
Wanganui.

23/09/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com

Samuel Oliver.
18337 1907

Thought to have been

taken in 1903 on his 70th

birthday.

(Though it might also have
been on the occasion of his

daughter 6s
see below)

From thecollection of
Rachel Oliver
NZOlivers website

Marriage of Samuel
Ol'i ver 6s
daughter Jessie

Wanganui Chronicle, 11
September 1903

weddi

21
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Samuel Oliver, died on April 4" 1907.

The od Samuel Oliver property at Line 3 just out of Wanganui was then subdivided,
extensivéy advertised, and sold auction in 1908.

NOTICE.
LL sccounts owing by the late Samuel
Oliver, of No. 3 Line, to be seut
to the undersigned on or hefore the lith
April, ¥X7. .
Any claims sent after that date will
not he acknowledged.
J. A. OLIVER.
Care Mra T. Bradley, Gonville,
Wanganui.

FRIDAY. 24th MAY.
At 9.30 a.m,

TAREEMAN R, JACKSON AND CO.,
. instructed by the Ilxecutors of

the late S. Oliver, will sell as above—.

Tho Mare Westguard, 11 years, by
Viangnard—Sou'-wester mare.

Sou'-wester Mare, aged, dam by
Ravensworth.

B Gelding, 9 years, by Ruatan-
oatn-—Sou -wester mwavre.

Br. Filly, 2 vears, by Chain Link
—Sou’~wester mare.

Br Colt, yearling, by Motor—Sou'-
wester mare.

Bay mare, 8 years, broken harness.

WINDLEBURN'S STABLIEE.
$

SATURDAY, 25th JANUARY, 1908,

At 2 p.om. )
AUCTION SALF OF CHOICE I'REEL-
HOLDS.

[ep——

NEATRR TOWN,

MESSRS C. L. DUIGAN AND CO. ar
inutrueted by the Executors of thg
late Samuel Oliver to ~ell by public auc
tion in their Land Sale Rooms, 75, Ridg;
way Street as above—
That desirable {rcehold property situated
on the No. 3 Line, about 4 miles from|
Wanganui, being part of section 13|
Dlock XI., 1kifara, subdivided into 8§
desirable sections of from THRED
ACRES to NINLIMEN ACRES each,
The property is offered for absolute saley
to ‘wind up the estate.
Litho plans and Tull particulars on ap-
plication to the auctioneers.
C. L. DUIGAN AND CO.,

75, Ridgway Street.

The late Samuel Oliver

Wanganui Herald 26March 1907

Saleoft he | ate Samuel Ol i v

horses

Wanganui Chronicle 22May 1907

Sal e of the | at e
property

Wanganui Herald8January 1908
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}  AUCTION SALL OF CHOICE FREE-
« HOLD SECTIONS.

: ON No. 3 LINE, -

The executors of the estate of the late
Samuel Oliver have instructed Mesers C|
L. Duigan and Co. to sell by public aue-
tion on Saturday, the 25th inst., at 2
p.m., the valuable freehold property situ-
ated on the No. 3 Line, near Gordon Park
and about four milos from Waneanui. The
property has been subdivided into eight
convenient sections varying iir area from
there to 19 acres. As these ecctiona ar
very handy to town and are offered fnﬂ
abwolute sale to wind- up the -estate, the
should command the attention of investors.
Plans and full particulars may be obtain-
ed from the auctioneers, Messrs C. L.
Duigan and Co.

The subdivision and sale of Samuel
Ol'iverb6s property.

8 Jan 1908 Wanganui Herald

Evidently the property did not sell and was advertised again extensively in February

and March.

SATURDAY, 2ist MARCIL 1908,
At 2 p.m.
AUCTION SAL1 OIY CHOICI -FREE-
HOLDS NEAR TOWN,

IV IISSRS . L. DUIGAN AND CO. are

instricted by the Executors of the
late Samuel Oliver to scll by public auc-
tion in their Langd Sale Rooms, 75, Mdg-
way Street as above:—

That desirable freehold properly situated
on ihe No. 3 Line, about 4 miles from
Wanganu, being part of sechtion 13,
Block XI., Ikitara, subdivided into 8
desirable sections of from TIHREL
ACRES to NINETEEN ACRES cach.

The property is offered for absolute sale, -
te wind up tne estate. \

Litho plans and full particulars on ap-
plication to Messrs Barnicoat and Tread-
well, Solicitors, or the auctioneers:—

C. L. DUIGAN AND CO.,
75, Ridgway Street.

Those 1n wanl of g tew acres noar tow
vill have a splendid opportunity io obtain
their requirements to-morrow (Saturday)
Lhe 21st inst., al 2 p.m., when the Oliver
rstate of about 90 acres on the No. 3 Line,
wnd adjoining Gordon Park, will be sub
nitted to public competition to wind up
Lhe estate of the late Samuel Oliver. Thq
»roperty has been sub-divided into cight
«onvenient sections of from three acres tq
20 acrcs, ard is offered for absolute eale,
\s the land is first-class, and convenient tq
town, it will doubtless elicit keen competi.
Lion. Full particualrs, plans, ete., may be
pbtained from the auctioncers, Messrs C|
L. Duigan and Co.

Wanganui Heral@8" Februaryl908

Wanganui Herald 20March 1908
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0 Gordon Park
Kowhai Park
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Kaitoke
e
The Oliver propertyf 90 acre®n Number 3 Line adjoined Gordon Park
OQur person of interest in Samuel 6s
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Ada Oliver and James George Kenyon

James George Kenypwidower with five children, was farming in Stutaranaki.
In 1909 James George Kenyon d@uh Oliver were married.
The wedding t ook plsesterdessetinWamganuh ome of Adadod:

KENYON—OLIVER—On August 25, at
the residence of Mr. Bradley, Gonville
Avenue, by the Rev. J. Luxford, James
GGeorge, eldest son of Mr. J. Kenyon,
New Piymouth, to Ada, second daugh-
ter of the late Samuel Oliver, No. 3
Line, Wanganui. Wanganui Herald. 9 September 1909

This photograph was taken from the NZOlivers
website, from the collection of Rachel Oliver

(Frome collection of Shirley Niederer)
James George Kenyon and Ada pose with members of the Oliver family in Wanganui.
(Brian Oliver has identified his grandparents front right: Maud and Louis Oliver)
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Shortly prior to the wedding, James George Kenyon had sold up in South Taranaki.

Then, with his new wife Ada,
and his existing family, they
moved to Sandon Block, near
Hunterville,

a steep property of
approximately 1000 acres.

Photo taken ir2013

On 26" July 1910, Arthur Oliver Kenyon was born.

Arthur was born in New Plymouth and the birth appears to have been registered by

C. J. Rundle. It is not known how or why Ada travelled all the way to New Plymouth

for the birth. TR Runderattebdirthoegistation seeangtent 6 C
suggest that James George may have stayed behind, on the farm at Sandon Block.

Chronology
239 April 1903 died Francis (Wilson) Kenyon, Manaia
19031 1906 Taikatu Rd., Otakeho, South Taranaki
190671 1909 Normanby Rd., Manaia, Sth Taranaki
1909 Sold up all, prepared to leave Taranaki
28" October 1909 married Ada Oliver
19091 1912 sheep farm, Sandon Block
19127 1917 Newstead, Waikato
1918 Bush farm at Veimai
1919 Dairy farm atMotumaoho, Morrinsville
192071 approx 1935 On various Boards. Morrinsville.

Farm at Okoroire at some time here.
approx 1935 1952 retired, Hamilton
4™ December 1952 died James George Kenyon, Hamilton
239 January 1959 died Ada (Oliver) Kenyon, Hamilton

photographs from the coliéon of Shirley Niglerer

3

Further details may be found in the James George Kenyon scrapbook.
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Ada (Oliver) Kenyon died in
Hamilton on 28 January 1959
at the age of 94.

Jame<5eorge Kenyon and Ada
1945

Arthur Oliver Kenyon (right)

From the left are the other
children of

James George Kenyon:
Wilfred, Harold (obscured)
Mildred, Jack and Janie.

Ada Oliver (foreground)

23/09/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 2 7
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Charles Oliver (Son of James Oliver and fatherlaw of Florence Kenyon)

Charles, the youngest of the child@mlames and Ruth Oliver, wasrh in New
Plymouth in 1843

Charles Oliver 1848 1930

Charles was born in New Plymouth
about two years after the family
arrived.

| He joined the Taranaki Rifle
Volunteers at the age of 17 and
served until the close of the wars,
reaching the rank of colour sergeant.

Charles Oliver married Martha Allen
and they took up land in Tikorangi,
latershifting to Mangorei Rd. where
they farmed until 1909.

Photo from the collection of David Lloyd.
NZOlivers website.

Charles apparently had a lengthy military career during the wars of the 1860s, though
according to Stowers, his medal applicatidesonly the battle of Mahoetahi as his
instance of being actually under fire. It is likely there were many other occasions.

After the war, Charles received a land grant at Tikorangi, but some time after that he
shifted to Mangorei Rd where he settlatpfied and raised his family.

Charles married Martha, daughter of William and Prudence Allen of New Plymouth,
on Dec 31 1868. Theyad 8 children.
Their eldestJames William Oliver, was born on 8 May 1870.

JamedNilliam Oliver was followed by:
JohnHenry (Harry Oliver 1872,
Rachel Annie 1874,

Jessie May 1875,

Charles Allen (Charles) 1878,

Lilian Emily 1880,

Martha Daisy 1884,

Harold Albert 1893.

23/09/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 2 9
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Harry Oﬁvar

Upper Mangorei School around 1884

This photograph is part of the collection on NZOliveebsite.
The website states that it was scanned from a photograph held by Marlene Balsom
(a descendant of the Wells family).

The photograph shows Jim Oliver (James William Oliver) at about age 14,
second from the right.

Other members of the famibf Charles Oliver are:
Annie Oliver (Rachel Annie, about 10 years of age)
Jessie OliverJessie Maybout 9 years of age)

Allan Oliver (Charles Allen, about 6 years of age)
Harry Oliver (John Henry, about 12 years of age)

The oher Oliver children are said be the children of Frank Oliver.
Minnie Oliver Edith Minnie,about 11 years of age)

Mabel Oliver Mabel Matilda,about 15 years of age)

Frank Oliver (maybe FranciEhomasOliver, about9 years of age)

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkk **

The old grandfather James Oliver died in 1886.

In 1892, Charles anlis eldestson JameWVilliam, now 22 were involved in the
aftermath of an armed helgp at a neighbouring propertthe Carrickspn
Mangorei Rd:
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Taranaki Herald 2BMay 1892:
DARING OUTRAGE
AT MANGOREIL

SETTLER'S HOUSE STUCK UP.

A———

ROBBERS IFFIRED AT

ONE MAN SUPPOSED TO BE
WOUNDED.
A DARING outrage was reported to the
police ut b o'clock this (Thursday) morn-
ing, ltappears that Mr George Carrick, &
settler on the Mangorei Road, had an en-
sounter with armed robbers at his house.
A representative of this paper rod oun. to
Mr Carrick’s place this (Thursday) morn-
ing, when he got the foliowing purticulars:

Mr GEORGE CARRICIK'S STATE-
MENT.

Mr Carrick says :~About 2 o'clock I
was awakened by hearing my two dogs
l'-m-kiu% fariously. Shortly siterwards I
heard the back door of my houso tried, and

then the front door handle was turned. I
said to my wife, ‘- There is somebody try- |
ing the doors. -Don't be frightened; [ am
going toget up to see who it is,” 1 then
got up and put on u pair of socks.
I tooh down my double-barrelled
breech-loading fowling piece, and put two
shot cartridges (No. 3) in the barrels. I
had only my shirt on, besides the socks.
I went out the front door and thea [ cocked
both barrels—a thing I have never done
before. I went round tothe left of the
house, but as 1 was afraid of striking my
feet against the stonework of the chimney
I made a detour behind a small garden path
hedge, and looked round towards the back
of the house. As Ilooked I saw ‘a man
standing about three feet from the corner
at the back of the kouse. Thenan saw me
before I saw him, for he immediately pre-
sented a vevolver at me, and ina distinct
and commanding voice called out, *Siland
or I'll ire.! OUn being thns ndiressed 1
brought wy picce up to ‘my shoulder
without a mwoment’s hesitation, and fired
at his. body. The man staggered, and fell
en his sid¥; letting out u gort of groan as
he did s0. He- gol up immediately, und
again presented the revolver at w:e, but
~did not spesks I then let go the second
| barvel atlis legs, Jnst before I fired the
second barrel at him, o second mun came
| from the direction of the outhouse, and
' crossed bohind the one ut whom [ fired
When I fired the sccond shot the
scynd . man ram away, and the

23/09/2016
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ona with the revolver followed
him. They wero both good rumnpers. I
am positive that I wounded the mman with
the revolver, becuuse when I fired the first
shot he staggered to the ground, and said
“Oh! Oh!1!™ I fired at his legs th:
gecond time, as I did not want to kill him.
Part of the second charge went into a hay
shed fifty yards off, which was in a direct
linve with the man., After they ran away
I went insile, loaded thoe piece again, and
spoke of following the men to capture ome,
but mny wife would not hear of it. I then

‘went over to Mr Oliver's place, which is

opposite my house, and Mr Oliver and his
son James came over with me. I went
down the road to my futher's, James Oliver
staying in 10y house, and told mny father,
who wrote an account and gcnt my brother
William into town w.th it.

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE.

_ Mr Carrick, who is 32 yeurs of age, lives
with his wife and family of three children
on a farm-about four miles up the Man-
gorei Road. . The house, which stunds
about 300 yards from tho road, is reached
by means of a track, across which is a
substantial gate half-way to the house.
The cottuge is a small four-roomed one,
and just behind it is « small outhouss,
Anyone entering the premises would have
to either come by this way, or come up the
Carrington. Road and crose the IHooui
Kiver at the back of Mr Uarrick’s house
1t might be here pointed out that the twc
men’ ‘made off in the direction of thi
crossing, altlidbugh “thie (Tharsday) morn
ing Mr Carrick could discover no traces of
horses’ boofs ut the pluce.

MR M. CARRICK'S STATEMENT,

Mr M. Carrick, father of Mr George
Carrick; who lives half a mile lower dowr
theroad, thatis nearerto the Junction Road
states that the dogs at 1is house barkec
furiously on Wednesday night, and abou
half past 2 o'clock, as near as he coulc
judge, the dogs' run ont into the road a
1f rushing ufter some persoms, The
road between the two houses is no
metalled, so that horses’ hoof beats woulc
be muftled as it werq Th's would, bhow-
ever, point cut that the men, whoover the
werey, rode back along the Mangorei Roa
after the occurence at Mr George Carrick’s
pluce,
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CARRICK HAD MOXNEY IN HIS
HOUSE.

In cours: of.a further conveisation, Al:
Georgo Carrick said that he had mone, ir
the house, and in proof of his statewment i
produced from his bedroom 5 five pounc
notes, and a one pound note., He alsc
stuted that at the DBell Block races or
Tuesday he took a good deal of money
out of the totalisator, principally, however
for other persons, snd Mr Carrick think:
that s ine obme wust have scem hiu
receiving money from the machiue, anc
thus come to the conclusien that he had ¢
great deal in bis house, Heo aleo state:
that he was lucky himself at the recem
Taravaki Anniversary Ruces, und througl
that seme persons wight have concluded
that e had a fairly large sum of monoy
which he kept on the premises.

In answer to farther questions AL
Carrick etated that bad he come along the
path pear the chimney he would have rur
almost agaiost the man with the revolver.
us he would have to sgqueczo himsell
throagh a small opening betweern
the ond of the houso at the back and a
rail fonce, that runs along almost in a direct
line from the back of the building. In
getting throvgh this aperturs he wounld
have had to keop his gun behind him, and
thus he would have Lecn at the mercy of
the desperado, who was waiting at the
back. Instead of going along this path
he made a short detour, and camne to s
view of the back abost six feet from the
cerner.  He was standiog hero looking
(the night being clear and the stars bright,
with a sharp frost), when he heird the
peremptory words—

“STAND, OR I'LL FIRE!"

The words were delivered in u firmn and
distinet voice, in fact they were heard by
A3 Corrick, wh was in the house. M
Carrick was about eleven paces from the
mun, who had him coverad with the re-
volver  For a moment, Mr Carrick says,
he was thoronghly stupefied, but recover
ing himsolf quickly he brought his picec
to his shoulder, took quick ann, and fired
at the man's body. The wmn staggared
about four yards and fell, but got up and
presoented the revolver agan, when M
Unrrick let go the other barrel at his legs,
This was the shot that took effect on th-
glied, about 50 yards distunt, and on going
over to thig building our representative sa w
soveral marks, and in fuct picked some of
the shot out of the wood.
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THE SECOND MANW

was apparently trying to pacify onoc of the
dogs, which was tied up to tho outhouse,
for Mr Carrick never saw him till just
before ho lired the second time. This man
took to his heels Lufore the second shot,
and the oue with tho revelver followed
immediately after the second ehot.

DESCRIPTION OF MEN.

On ibe question of description Mi
Carrick i€ not very clear, as the whole
afluir haplp&ned 8o quickly. Tho man with
the revolver ho describes as bemng of
medium height, siff built, with a full
face, Ho could not say if the man bad
whiskers ornot. The man had on an over-
coat that covered hin almost to his boots,
the coat being butloned up round the
neck. A slonch hat completed the costume.
The eecond man was taller than the other,
being, as far as Mr Carrick could judge,
about 5 feet 9 inches. This man had no
overcoat, but was drossed in a dark
looking suit, and also wore a slouch hat.
It coull hardly be expected that Mr Carrick
could give a fuller des:ription, as every-
thing occurred so quickly, and as it was
not light. .

WAS THE MAN SHOT?

On this point Mr Carrick expresses the
opinion that hia first shot took effect, and
he bases his opinion on the fact that he took
full aim at the man’s body, and that the man
immediately aftor the dircharge staggered
and fell on his side, emitting sonnds like
“Oh!oh!™ at the timo. No traces of
blood we.e found, but this «ould hardly be
expected, asthe blood, if the man was
wounded, would hardly have time 1o soak.

through his clothing from the first shot to
the timoe of running away.

MAN'S VOICE.

“ It was & determined voice, and ver
distinct,” Mr Carrick rummkerl: “ and ifyl
heard it again I thiok [ would recognise it
It was like the voice of a man who hac
some education, and who could give a

military order, as the the ‘Stand or I'll |

fire ' command gave me that impression.”
POLICE SEEKING A CLUEL.

When word was bronght in at 5 o'clock,
Inspector Pardy immediately took steps tc
trace the perpetrators of the ontrage Con-
stable Scully rode out to Mr Carrick’s place
early, und made ull ne- essary enquiries.
Constable Lister also rode out, and Me G.
Carriok came to town in company with
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proceeded to the police station to give such
information as was deemed necessary,
THEY KNEW THE PREMISES.

It is Mr Carrick’s opinion that the per-
sons knew the premises, us they tried to
force the back -loor oy gentle” pressare,
Thie door has @ vory shiaky lock, “He 'next
heuard thewm at the front door, the Aundle
ot which was turned round, Both duors
were, however,-Jocked. From the time of
hearing the buek voor being™ Yampered
with till he decided t+ get out of
bed, Mr Carrick  thinks that about a couple
of minutes had oclupsed, He considers
that it wus providentizl that he full-
cocked both triggers in gbing out tho front

door, and aleo that he made the detour
instoud of going along the pathway to the
back of the house. Ilad he gone along
the path.he must lave been placed at tho
mercy of the person, who carried the
ravolver.

WAS HE FRIGHENED ?

Replying to onr representative on this
point, Mr Carrick eaid he was considerably
startled when he heard the man spenk, and
on looking saw that he was covered by a
revolver. His prompt action in having
firet shot was due, he considered, to practice
in rifte shooting. He considers that had he
not taken first shot the man would ha' e
gent & bullet into him.

In 1899 Charles Oliver travelled to Tauranga, and liked the
look of the land he saw there.

\ &
Auckland Direct travel between New Plymouth and Tauranga at that
Tauran time would have been impractical.
New Plymouth Charles would have taken a passage by sea from New
Plymouth, to Onehunga, Auckland's West Coast port.
v T From there he would have crossed a few kilometres to the
¥ o Port of Auckland and embarked on a vessel which would
Neis take him down the East Coast to Tauranga.
Zealand
Christchurch
s
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The move to Bethlehem (near Tauranga)

Il n her book @ Cynthia @ldvér bas redom@de story of the Oliver
extended familydéds move to Bethl ehem.
(Her notes were based arvist to Harold and Le®liver in 1975)

fiGordon CUMMINGS owned the Bethlehem, Tauranga, property at the time Charlie

first saw it (1899) and was offered the opportunity to buy. He was staying with friends

at 433 Otumoetai Road, on holidayarIMra Ral
Charlie Oliver and his family had previously been farming in dtaai,

New Plymouth, but he believed a change to a better climate would be advantageous

and the Bethlehem property of 820 aqiasout 330 hectares) would be large enough

to portion outamong the various members of his family.
The property was bought in 1899 and in 1900 two of his sons, James and Harry, came
to Tauranga to start on clearing the land. Although pieces of the property had been
loaned to the Maori for growing crops, an enous amount of work confronted the
new owners The Allen FamilyCynthia Glover

(Note: fAiHarryo referred to here as one of
to break in the llad in 19007 is actually John Henry Oliver.

He often appears to be referred to as fAHar
Not to be confused with the youngest son HaAdlekrt Oliverwhowas only about 7

years old in 1900. Harolaccompaniedhis parents Charlie and Marthdoen they ifrst

moved to Bethlehem in 1909.)

fiCharlie Oliver himself, with his wife and his son, Harold, settled down in their new
home in 1909. This was a house already on the property, on Moffats Road, about half
a mile from the Waihi Road; for some timedntinued to be occupied by the
Cummings family who were experiencing considerable difficulty in getting their new
home completed. Finally they were able to move out and the Oliver family moved in,
Harold being about 16 years of age.
The boundaries of theroperty extended from the Tauranga end of the Waihi Road
(the bottom of Parkers Hill) up Cambridge Road to the vicinity of the present cit)
dump, across to Moffats Road, down to Waihi Road, branching off almost to the river
on one side, as far as, but matluding the Maori pa. The Bethlehem School today
stands on part of the propeqy.

irThe Oliver familybés journey to Taurifanga wa
which under Captain Haultain was making its first trip to Tauranga. Amongst the
family belorgingscarried on the boat were their horses; draught horses were used for
the heavy farm work and even drew the family buggyrhe Allen FamilyCynthia Glover

This could not have beaxactlyin The Ol i §erj éamnéy to Taurang
the firsttrip of theAupourito Tauranga waactuallyin December 1905.

In 1905,Jim and Harry had been in Tauranga already for a number of years, breaking
in the Bethlehem land prior tbe arrival ofCharles, Martha and Harglktho made
their journey in 1909 mtheWaitohi (see next page.)

There is some evidence thait m6é s wi farel orfe bfeheirechildren may have
arrived in Tauranga on theupouriin December 1905. (see next page.)
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Charles, Martha and Harold Albert arrive in 1901 onwWfaotahi.

July 27 —~Waiotahi, s.8,, 278 tons. Messra C. and H. A. Oliver arrived
Fopkins, from Auckland. Passengers: here from the Taranaki district ves-
‘llﬁsﬂ"q Kent {2 H '.'JEHI'H I:"ﬂfrﬂﬁ.h. ‘,Emn}' ard intend .':‘Ieti.li'ng at wﬂ.i."
Bullman, Oliver (3), Turnbull, Pill- Fof.

BOP Times 28th July 1909. Chatles, Martha and voung Harold Albert arrive from Taranald

The Aupouriwasbrought out from Glasgow in 1905.
In December 1905 Captain T Haultain (who had brought steamers to Tauranga
regularly in the past) was transferred to the Aeypouri.

The first recorded trip of th&upourito Tauranga was her departure from Auckland
on 30" December 1905 with Haultain in command.
Her arrival is recorded in thé%@anuary 1906 Bay of Plenty Times:

Arrivals—December-
$0, Aupouri, a.8.. 220 toos, Haultain,
from Auckland,  Passengers: —
Meedames Oliver and child, and
Shaw; Misses Clarke, Smith,

The passengerscorded herenclude fiMesdames Oliver and chifa

This does suggest that least two of th®liver women, possibly including Florence,

and one of the children, fAmade their journ
This may well have beethe voyage on which family belongings, draught horses etc

were brought to Tauranga.

(There were dter (unrelated) Olivers living in Tauranga at this time, commuting
regularly between Auckland and New Plymouth.

Howeverin this case it is likely tat the Olivers listed abovas passengers on the

Aupouri are members of our Oliver famjlgecause of the family recollection of it
being theA u p o dimstitrip t® Tauranga.)

Cynthia Gloveés recorded notes continue:

AON the property, near to the present school site, the Maori had made a kind of
racetrack, overlooked by rising ground whiolade a natural grandstand for the

spectators. When the Olivers took possession the races were discontinued but when
maize was grown in this area the ring of the old racetrack showed up again in ajcircle
of poorer quality maize, conspicuous in the freslegref the rest of the field.
The condition of the roads was deplorable, especially the Waihi Road which at times
had potholes big enough to overturn a horse and bu@gg Allen FamilyCynthia Glover

Harold himself, many years later, providedéwendes cr i pti on of t he OI i\
move to BethlehenHe confirms that two of his elder brothers came first, in 1900
and he came later with his parents Charlie and Martha, in 19009.
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The son of the man who used 1o own
Bethlehem, Mr Harold Oliver, remembers well
the days when the now prosperous settlement
was just acres of scrubland.

Settler Recalls Bethlehem Wllderness

"Ny father came wp
from New Phmouth i
lMloirndak-vuh
with 8 fnead ot O
octai.™ sald Mr Ofwer.
“While bere be was asked
if he would be interestod in
boying some land. And as
It was & Jarge block. Ng

emuxh to w{:on e
h

let pheu to the local
Maoris for

By the reems
mmm-ih&mnl

“Tewas in & serridie state
when two of my brothers
lcarne up from Taranakl i
1900 1o break it .~

SCHOOL

The boundaries
extended from  the
Taurangs end of the Waiki
wad, up to Cambeidge
road, Moffats road, down
Bethlehem yoad to the sea
o0 ome side and 1o the
Maori Pa on the ather.

The Bethlkchom School
today md: on some of

property.

Mr  Oliver  himself
arrived st the Bethlebem
block with his parcats in
1909, Each member of the
family was ghven their own
plece to develop, an ekder
brother milking 30 cows oo
the land where Mr Athel
ston Mayficld now Bves.

The otiginal Maxfield
homestead was built by M=
Oliver's brother, Coloecl

when he bought the mna i
1910, Mr Oliver said.

"My brother had also
grown frult trees on the
property, as well as run-
ning & dairy berd,” he
added

The brother, after
selling the house to
Colonel Mayfield, built
anctber bouse om Beth.

herd, 1t was & hard life. but

Bga
= “We Mid ocur entire
week's shopping every
Saturdsy. buying all the
meat reqgired for a large
family for 3 week. How we

pruperty was gradually
sub-divided — the first

family remalning in Beth.
lehem. 2

But the thes remain —
for he s orchardi

+ Mr Oliver’s wife, Myrtie,
mﬂioonoﬂbem

This article is from the Bay of Plenty Times
Sth October 1973

Describes how Charles Oliver bought the 820 acre Bethiehem block
and settled his family on it at the beginning of the 20th century.

The article was based on the recollections of the youngest son

Harold Oliver

The persons standing in the dorrway of the cottage were probably
Charles and Martha Oliver, and youngest son Harold.

Mayficld adding a wing

settlers in Bethlehem,
Then Myrte Rowe, she
<came to the arca with her
family is 1911,
develoged 100

BELLEVUDE
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ME. & MRS, CHARLES OLIVER, formerly of Mangorei, but now -
© residing at B.et'hlehc;n,-n(;éfr ‘Tauranga, Bay of Plenty,. .o

“Mr, Charles Oliver, who is now resi- ; engagements, and acted as orderly to
dent’ at’ Béthlehem, Bay of Plenty, was | geveral officers, He served right through
born at New Plymouth in 1843, his | the: war and :wvas madé a colour-ger
parents having come out by the Amelia | geant. At the close of the war he re
Thompson, arriving here on Sepiember | ceived a grant of land at Tikorangi, an¢
3, 1841, His father took up land on | later he was farming in the Mangore
the  Carrington ‘Road, about 2% miles| district, leaving there: about 1909 i«
from New Plymouth, where the family | settle at Bethlehem, near -Tauranga
lived until the outbreak of war with | where he had bought a property’ of 82(
the Maoris compelled them to take re- | acres, part of which he still holds, .
fuge in town. Mr. Oliver, though then Mrs. Oliver was' a daughter of M
only 17 years of age, applied for:per- { William Allen, another Taranaki pion
migsion.to join the Volunteér ¥orce, and | ecr, . 8hé, toe, was born in New. Ply
was accepted. 'Being a good rifle shot, { mouth, and marricd Mr. Oliver on De¢
he ‘was sent' to-the ‘Omata Blogkhouse, i cember '31, 1868  Both Mr, and Mrs,
where he gpent about a year. Ho then ; Oliver.dre very highly ésteemed by’
joined the Mounted Corps tnder Cip-| everyone whe knows them, and. there
tain“Mace, and ‘was engaged as-a dis- | are many among our readers who will:
pateh “rider “through enemy . eountry.] be pleased to learn that they are.both.
Later he was stationed at the Tatarai- ] in good health and continue to take a
maka Redoubt, where he was made & { keen interest in Taranaki-and theirsold’
corporal, He took part in numerous |Jriends here.'

B oh T o SR L R e

Y

Short biography of Charles Oliver, above, (date of publicatisknown, possibly at
the time of their Golden Wedding Anniversary in 1@t®iamond Wedding 1929

50" Wedding Anniversary
Charles and Martha Oliver with the Oliver and Rowe families and Mr. and Mrs.
Baker. (CynthiaGlovérs book ATh® Al l en Family

23/09/2016 graemekenyon@hotmail.com 37



GOLBEN WEDDING

At Bethlehem, on the last day of the
old yeir, a large number of relatives
and friends met at the residence of Mr
J. W. Oliver to celebrate the golden
wedding of Mr aod Mrs Charles
Oliver. [ifty years ago they were
married in Now Plymouth in the year
1868 by the Rev. C, Waters. Their
parents came out together to New
Zaaland in the chip * Amelia Thomp-
son”’ ia tho year 1844, The two
families gotiled in the Taranaki district
and thers Mr and Mys Oliver were
born and lived until about nino years
ago, when they moved to the By of
Plenty, their prissnt home. They have
8 family of four sons and three
danghters living, twenty-five grand-
shildien and one great-graudehild. Mr
(Niver is tha youngest son of the late
Mr James Oiiver and was born in the
year 1843. Mrs Oliver is the oaly
daughter of the late Mr W Allen ; =1l
sf Tavanaki, Their youugest son,
HarolJ. i3 now in ['rance, serving his
King sud couotry, and some of their

grandsons have done their share 1o
winoing the war. Mr Uliver is cne of
the few remaiving veterans of the
Maori War, ard he is tho zolder of the
Maori War medal and also p.ss.sses
the Vetoran’s Medal. Corporal Charles
Oliver enlistad at the early age of 17
and served in tho war for nearly 7
years, pastiny through many exciting
experiences duting that time At the
clogs of the war Le took up bush laod
in the Mangorci district, nrar New
Plymouth. and here they carved out a
home, Brand Mrs Oliver balorg to
the sturdy pinneer sottlors of the oarly
days of New Zoaaland, who helpod to
build this Dominirn of the Southurn
Seas. The happy gathering was con
cluded by many congratnlations and
gord wishoes by those present, awil
telegrams from others, the singing of
a Ohristmas hymn asnd the National
Anth-m

Bay of Plenty Times 6th January 1919

(Thestatement that parents came to NZ m 1844 was
cotrected to 1841 in the next edition.)

Charles and Martha Oliver

Charles Oliver 1848 1930
Married 1868
Martha Allen 1849 1929

Children:

James William (Jim) Oliver 18701942
John Henry (Harry) Oliver 18721927
Rachel Annie (Annie) Oliverl8741954
Jessie May (May) Oliver 18751938
Charles Allen (Allen) Oliver 18781955

Lillian Emily Oliver 18801974
Martha Daisy Oliver 18841884
Harold Albert Oliver 18931981
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In 1927 John Henry Oliver (Harry) died.

It was stat ed i abitudnotieahhe ivhd comvettd@i©dharesoéthed s

family block at Bethlehem into

fié one of the show farms of the Bay of Plenty. He went in for the fattening of ca
and the splendid quality of the beef raised on his farm was well known to cattle
of this district. The farm of 12&cres is now carrying 100 head of cattle, many of
them fat bullock§ which is a wonderful testimony to the industry of the late owné
who won the property from a fern stage to its presentpigbucing quality.

Mr. Oliver was a very enthusiastic fisheamand kept two boats for fishing, off
Bet hl ehem, and at times had | arge <c

ttle
men

Br

At ches.

Death of Martha Oliver 1929
Charlie and Martha celebrated their Diamond{B®edding Anniversary early in
1929, but a month later Martha died at her home at Bethleh&rRet1929.)

Her Obituary in the Bay of Plenty Times reads:

AWe regret to record the death at h
advanced age of 7@ntil a month or two ago the deceased lady was hale and he
but latterly failing healtitompelled her to keep to her home and she finally passe
away about 2 o0o6cl.ock yesterday afte
Her family settled at New Plymouth and there she was Bdter marrying, she
settled down with her husband on a farm at Mangorei near New Plymouth and
remaned there until about twenty years ago when Mr. and Mrs OLIVER came tg
Tauranga and settled at Bethlehem, where her two sons, James and Harry (Joh
Henry) had preceded them.

Since residing at Bethlehem Mrs. OLIVER took a keen interest in matters affect
her own little circle there and was a staunch supporter of the Methodist Church.
Only a month ago the aged couple celebrated their Diamond wedding.

The deceased lady is survived by her husband, Mr. C. OLIVER who is now 86 y
of age, three sons and tardaughters Mr. J. W. OLIVER of Vogeltown, New
Plymouth; and Messrs. C. A. and H. A. OLIVER, of Bethlehem, Mrs. R. W.
BOCOCK of Matapu; Mrs. G. HERBERT of Urenui; and Mrs. W. HERBERT, of
Wairoa (Tauranga.) Her second son predeceased her two years ago.

Mr. W. ALLEN of Vogeltown, New Plymouth, is a brother.

Mrs. OLIVER was one of the faslisappearing type of early pioneers and it can
certainly be said that she contributed her full quota of work and hardship to the
settlement of this district in particulaAhen Mr. and Mrs. OLIVER settled there,
only two houses stood on some 800 acres. Today there are twenty comfortable

er home
arty

d
rnoon

n

ng

ears

and

prosperous homesteads on the area. o
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Martha Allen

Jim Oliverdés son Len wrote
AMartha Oliver was a very
her descendants and people of the district. She

joined in all local activities especially visiting the

sick and helping people in need.

She was particularly fond of picnics, with the

Oliver families and otér settlers held on the

beach at Bethlehem on Christmas day.

She also enjoyed boat trips up the Wairoa River,
picking wild peaches and blackberries which

were made into jams and preserves.

Martha Oliver was a staunch Methodist and

attended services hedd the school house when

the minister could attend.

She possessed a very sweet singing voice.

Charles Oliver died in 1930.

Our person of interest in the family of Charles Olisedames (Jim) Oliver who
married Florence Kenyon in 1893.
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James William Oliver (Jim)

Florence Kenyon
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Florence was the sixth
child of John and Ellen
Kenyon, early New
Plymouth pioneers.

Her brothers and sisters
were:

Joe Willah Kenvon
(who died as a child)
James George Kenyon
John Kenyon

Ellen Kenvon

Ernest Henry Kenvon
and a younger sister
Jane Kenyon.

Florence was born in 1870
and grew up on the
Kenyon farm at Frankley
Foad, not too many miles
away from the Olivers at
Mangorei Road.

On 318t January 1893, James William Oliver married Florence Kenyon

g ML
L

i
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The homestead of
James and Florence

Mangorei Road,
New Plymouth.

(Photo from “The
Allen Familv™ by
Cynthia Glover.)
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Florence and Jim Olivdrad four childrerduring their first few years at Mangorei

Wilfred Edgar Oliver (4 Jan 1894died afew months later.)

Willie Verner Oliver (16 Jan 1895), known
Al l en Ward Oliver (22 Oct 1896), known to
Cl arence James Oliver (5 Nov 1897), known

: : : : //.A’/ I 57 ; : : , .
James Oliver and Floren¢eee Kenyon) with their childrelmorn in New Plymouth
Left to right: Willie (Bill), Clarence (Clan) and Allen (Len).

The Move from New Plymouth toBethlehem

Il n 1899 Jimbés father Charl ileekemhnead bought
Tauranga. In 1900 Jim and his brother Harry (John Henry) had moved from Mangorei
to Bethlehenmto commencéreaking in the land, prior teeing joined byCharlie,

Martha and the youngest, Harold.

Soon after Jim had gone to Tauranga with his brother Harry, Florence had
another child.

Edith Ellen Matha Oliver (Edie) born in 1901 in New Plymouth.

It is not recorded when Florence and the four children came to join Jim
and the family settled on their block at Bethlehem.
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Bay of Plenty Times 22 October 1962 ordsa meeting to the discu#ise building of
a Dairy Factory for Tauranga. One of thew@lis from Mangorei was there,
(perhaps Jim or Harryjand voiced his opinion based on the Taranaki experience.

" A meeting of seftlers from the
neighbourhood of Tauranga was
held at the Native Court House at
2 p.m, on Saturday. Present:—
Messra Davidson, (in the Chair),
Badger, Lochhead, Pratt, Ley,
Dickey, Schreiber, McNaughton,

Oliver, Howell, Loder, A. M&thﬂ-!
son, H., P. Clark, Armstrong,

Anderson, Seccombe, Corbett,
Tollemache, the Hon W. Kelly
and othera.

The mioutes of last meeting
wereread and confirmed. -

The eanvassers lists of cows
promised were read and showed
the following results : —

Otumoastai L.. 163
Cambridge Road.. 74
Greerton - b 122
Te Puna e 205

Total v abd

The Chairman .said the number
was rather small but everyone had
just put down the number with
which hecould start now, but when
once the Jactory started they
would ineremse the number. and
perhaps supply double.

Mr Oliver said it was-not worth
while to start a creamery withuut
300 cows. He read the avnual re-
port and balance sheet of the Man-
garei factory and said he had
made £249 in a year with 31 cows.

A discussion took placeas to
parsons desirous of joining the
Company after its formation, and
as to such persons being required
to sign the bank guarantee.

Mr Pratt moved that Provisional
Directors be appointed to takse
the preliminary steps towards
forming & Compauny and getting
the fuetory in operation.

Seconded by the Hon. W. Kelly,
who said he was convinced that
the district was one eminently
suited to the dairy business, pro-
vided they set about it haeartily
and in a proper manver. He
himself was not particularly
anxious to milk but hatl put kis
name down for 30 and hoped next
year to inmerease it to 50. Hae
weat in for it believing . that the
estahlishment of the Factory
would enhanco tho value of pro-
perty throughout the district and
attract further population.

The resolution was carried un-

auimously.
_ The Chairman then asked for
provisional directors the followiag
beinz then proposed : — Messrs
Lochhead, Dickey, €. MeNaugh-
ton, Pratt, Davidson, Ley and A.
Matheson.

Mr Pratt said the reason’ he had
moved for a Provisional Directo-
rate was that the question of estab-
lishment of the main factory aad
creameries could* be discussed
fully. Of course as to the main
factory he considered they should
be greatly guided by the advice
of the Government expert.

The (Chairman said there would
be difficulty in establishment of
sufficent creanferies at first for the
couveoiance of all and he thought
it would bo better if the more dis-
tant suppliers made up their minds
to do soms extra carting t1is year
anl as there was sure to be a large
Micraase in the nuwmber of cows
next year they would be better
ablo to fix the site for the creame-
ries then.

This concluded the business.

23/09/2016
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From J. W. Oliver, asking per-
mission to take cuttings from
willows at Wairoa.— Permission

granted. =

The following wvew members
were duly. seconded and
slected : —Rev. W. Barnett, Messrs
Barnett, junr,, J. W. Oliver, 8.
Goss, A. F. Tunks, W. Heard,
Jobn Wallace, J. H. McCaw, J.
E. Dalton, F. Wood, F. H. Ham-
mond and U. E. Nicholas.

{OR SALE.—By tender. until Sep-

tember 30, 4-roomed house, iron

roof. double brick chimney.—Apply J.
W. Oliver, Tauranga.

As evidence of increased settlement
in the nelg-hlyourhood of Tauranga we
‘man mention that Mr J. W. Oliver
has just completed the ercction of a
substantial seven roomed house on
his property, situated on the Taur-
anga—“’mhl main road, about four
miles from town.

County Council inward correspondence

Bay of Plenty Tmes
7 July 1905

Tauranga Agricultural and Pastoral
Association

Bay of Plenty Times
13" September 1905

J.W. Oliver advertises his house

Bay of Plenty Times
31t August 1906

On the same day, the newspaper
recorded that he had justmpleted
the building of a substantialfdomed
house.

Bay of Plenty Times
31t August 1906

This was thanewhome of James and Florence Oliver at Bethlehem

from AThe Al Il en

44
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Cynthia Glover recorded the following:

fJamedNilliam Oliver hadbeen developing his portion of the property (at
Bethlehem, Tauranga) slowly clearing the land and grazing about thirty cows. He also
built a fine house for his family; all the kauri timber came from Mercury Bay
(Whitianga) broughtdownyo t he scow, fAPearl|l 6, to |the
was transported by horse and dray. This splendid timber cost about ten to fifteen
shillings per hundred feet (about 3c to 5¢ per métgrtage included!
The house stood on blocks which have no telen replaced by concrete ones ngw;
apart from this the house is as sound today as it was then. Iron for the roof and
spouting was probably obtained from Mr. Chappell who had a hardware and joinery
business in Cameron Road, ner&enue.
James croppedheat and maize and oats as well as running a small dairy herd. The
family made their own butter and to get the cream they used settling pans, the gream
would settle on top of the milk then bBeimmed off with a siknmer; the buer would
be churned and éhpaund portions formed on a special utensil and wrapped in special
butter paper. This butter would be sold at sixpence (5c¢) a pound.

Chappels were amongst their customers. The Allen FamilyCynthia Glover

Class 2. Two lbs batter, with
salt.—Mrs J. W, Oliver, 2.

(Class 3. Two lbs batter with BahyOfPIentyTimes
ial.t, made by farmer's da_nghter. 15" December 1905

Horticultural show

AWith the proceeds from the butter the other food supplies were bought. In time} when
the dairy factory (at first a small wooden building standing on the corner of
Devonport Road and T1Avenue, started up, theeam wagakenthereo

‘ FARM CROPS. Tauranga A. and P. Association
Prize, 2/6. Horticultural show
-Bhﬂnf 0! Wh“t.—l‘.[l‘ﬂ J- Wt Bay of P|enty Times
Oliver, 1. 16" February 1906

Mrs J. W. Oliver left on a holiday| Bay of Plenty Times
wisit to Taranaki yesterday. 24" April 1907

Marnied Ladies' Race.—Mrs J. W.| Good Templars Picnic Day
Oliver 1, 13" November 1907

In 1908 William Harray, of Te Puke, subdivided a block of land he had bought at

Mt . Maunganui , and it is recorded that
a Tauranga FafBlied. 6s wi feo for

(Family Histoy; ATe Puke, Jaray€89alrmdlL 8Wi)l | i am H
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Cynthia Gloverods notes continue:

filn 1910 Mr. J. W. Oliver sold a portion of his land, including the homestead, to
Colonel Mayfield who added to the house.

Mayfield employed a man called Mr. BETTHEIM who was closely associated
with him in developing an orchard.

J a messnAllen (Len) remembers well how, ayaung boy, he helped Mr.

Betteheim to plant the little blue gums which have now grown into such magnificent

trees, shielding the pr anheaAtenHanly CintMaGver| el d s )
These gum trees and the brick fence on the
roundabout 0 at Bethlehem, mark the place

The gum trees are planted later, by Mr. Bettedim, for MajorMayfield.

(Photographs from Cynthia Gloverds AThe Al

The family memory of the Oliver homestead being sold to MayireliP10 is
dightly at odds with local newspaperports of property sales.

It was reported in Aug 1906 that Jim ha@mmenced advertising his fetoomed
house for sale by tender and that he had just complebaiilding of a substantial
sevenroom house on the Waihi Road

Messrs Kerr aml  Matthews. report | |t was reported in 1907 that James Oliver

the sale ot 140 acres of land  amd
bomostead at Wairon, on behals of | Nad sold the homestead and 140 acres to

Mr J. W. Odiver, to Mr . Ser- | Mr. S. Sergeat.
jeant.  We are pleased to learn
that Mr Serjeant has decided to con- | Bay of Plenty Times
tinue dis residence in the Tauranga | 18" December 1907
district. k

Messrs Norris & Bell, land and es-| T1hen in July 1909 it was reported that he
flntt;” ngvg?.ts, ’x-mn ‘the sale of Mr| had sold the property

. W, iver's nestead roperty i i
Te Wairoa, comprising ' »14‘()1 Incrt*‘q Major E.Mayfield.
Lo Major FE. Mayfield, a resent ar-
rival from England. Major Mayvfiekl
ntends planting 15 acres in frujt
trees this season and g large con-
signment of yourg trees arrived on
Saturday. The planting operations
are being carried out under the su.| Bay of lenty Times
pervision of Mr J. J. Bettelheim. July 26" 1909

Also Mayfield is recorded in newspaper articles at the time, variously as
Major MayfieldéandiiColonel Mayfieldo
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After selling this blockin 1909 (0r1910, to Major(or Colonel)Mayfield, Jamesnd
Florence Oliver built another hoysn Bethlehem Roadn what was knen as the
old Maori race course part of which is now the sitéhe Bethlehem School.

By now, Jim was 30 years olde and Florenckad a family of four children.

Mayfield House
The homestead built by Jim Oliver and sold to Major (or Colonel) Mayfield was
added to over the years and became known as Majfmlde.

After it was sold by Mayfield, itwastei t ed at Tauranga Boysd Co
of Cameron Road and $#&venuewnhere it became a wekinown landmark.

(Mayfield House a sited at Taurag a B oy s 0 otG somCymthiae Glover)P h

(= -

O SALE—300 Dougherty and
Northern Spy applo trees, from | gay of plenty Times
Morrieon’s nursery last year. Nice
branched, healthy trees. 1/- each or | 7th Augstiote
£4 10s per huudled J W Olver,
Tauranga. i

Some time after 1920, Bay of Plenty times ceased reporting on J W Oliver.

James and Florentedmoved back to Taranaki.

(Cynthia Glover records that #dAafter the wa
the farm with hissold i er s 6 gret@mhomedrom VW 2.

(This needs to be verifiett. was more likelyhis return home from World War)1
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James and Florence ndwed at Vogelown, just out of New Plymadh.
J. W. Oliver had retired from farming
On the electoral roll for that time he was recorded as betagpenter.

FI1 or e n c eed hniéngon daa stilhalive, living at Vogeltown.

Itispresumedheasbei ng | ooked after by Florenceds :
Maybe Florence was needed to help, or wanted to be near the old man in his last

years.

Old John Kenyon died at Vogeltown in 1924, at the age of 91.

Jim and Florrie
1930

Florence Oliver (nee Kenyon)

18701 1962

kL~ )

FlorenceOliver died in 1962 aged 92 years.
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Appendix 1

Mary Ann Oliver

Born 17" Dec 1826 Married Patrick McCoy around 1850
She was 14 years old when the family arrived in New Plymou#neslia Thompson.

I n 1863 The

Mc Koy 0 s

The other children of James and Ruth Oliver

. Died'668pt 1908

house at

a crack in the floor. But this was not certain. There were also suggestiotisetfiet

might have been caaed by a rat striking a match. An interesting aspect as that when a

neighbour tried to draw water from the bucket, to try to extinguish the fire rope
was unexplainably toshort to allow the bucket to reach the water snwrell.
Lengthy description given in $une 1867 Taranaki Herald.

The verdict

Some rumours must have circulated, particularly regarding the circumstance that the

was gi

ven as fcause

bucket rope seemed to have been too short. Patrick Madyagolite letter to the

editor on &' August requesting that it be made known that the rope for the bucket was

measured afterwards and it was found to be long enough.

Mary Ann (Oliver) McKoy died in 1908.

Here is her oituary:

7" Sept 1908 Taranakierald

GhylinQuesst r ee t
in which Mary Ann, her father James Oliver and her husband Patrick McKoy gave
evidence. It is possible the fire was caused accidentally by a match dropping through

unknown.

The late Mrs. MeKoy, who was buried
in St. AMary's c-'murhhmi yesterday,
camo to New Plvmouth with her Iutlmr.
Mr., James Oliver. and family by the
Amelia Thempson, arriving here  on
September 2rd, 1841, She was horn
in Devonshivre in 1826, and was there-
fore 82 years of auze. For m—won Years
she was in the serviee of the late Cap-
tain King, ad it was while a nu-mlwr
of his household that she made the
first cheese manviaetnred in Taranaki
and also the first barrel of salt butter
exported from the proy inee. After-
wards she was ladv’s maid to Mrs,
Page, wite of Captain Page, of the
Imperial Army. and while in that tapa-
city she nssisted in Jressing three ladies
for what was probably tEIi first fancy
dress ball ever held in Aucklind. Re-
turning to Taranaki, she married, about
1850, Mr. P. ML‘Ko}'. af the 38th Regi-
ment, who was a comrade in »rims of
Colonel Stapp. During the first Maori
war, Mrs. MelKoy went with many other
refugees to Nelson. In 1867 she went

23/09/2016

with her hushand to Tikorangi, where
he had heen awarded a Lramt of lancd
as '‘a military settler, and there they
resided wuntil Mn MecKov died on
Aunguet 30th, 1895. Mrs, McKoy then
lived in 1i."z’mtﬂ.rlai for about a year.
gfterwards coming to New thauth
where she has resided ever sinece 1.nth
her oldest danchter, Mrs. McGonagle.
For' the' last tive yehrs she has been
an invalid. It will thus be seen that
Mrs. McKoy has borne in full measure
the heat and burden of the pionecring
days, and she leaves behind her to
mourn their loss a family of four sony
and seven dau% ters, besides 57 grand-
children and 21 hrcatchﬂdren. The
sons are Mr. ihmt's McKo 13 of Tonga-
‘porutu, Mr. William McKoy, of New

lvmuuth Mr. Charvles McKoy, of Wai-
tara, and Mr. Hugh McKoy, of Nor-
manhy. while the clml&htom are Mrs.
MeGonagle and Mrs, W. Jury, of New
Plymouth, Mrs. T. G. Billing, of Ra-
hotu, Mrs. C. Crocker, of Auckland,
Miss Ada Mckoy and "Mrs. Feltham.
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Matilda Oliver
Born 22 Dec 1836 Married William Wood. Died or"2@ine 1921
She was 4 years old when the family arrived in New Plymoutnoelia Thompson.

239 June 1921 Hawera and Normanby Star

The funeral took place yesterda; "

‘ 0 y of to return to town and lat . i
feiéfleg' 0.Hf. ‘g’gg’d, Pﬂ?vem gﬁththe hold %?_me:gfpd was burned by Elt;eﬂ.ﬂfatnhr?;l.

. 3 , whose Miss Qliver was one of ]

ﬁ?ﬁzshs Oc?ll‘lli‘; e(l]a?en I{tlf[l?sm%‘a‘_y Ds:lfterha long ;l}e]:clined to go to Nelsaigih‘::zm:iﬁs?l;?
84 s g Jafe Mrs | :‘} },‘T‘;:TQ was Inalxéézgr'neg were sent there for safety.
mouth with her parents, Mr and I#‘ s son “-'003 ié]&qll;lalsd r: I:.[_r 2 in N oa
:.g;?,mes T}?hvﬁr' b;: the Amelia Th'omp- mouth EV’EI‘ since. §h13deﬁ;{lll geé.lgifj:
an,l B“Ji lmh left Plymouth on March ©f two sons (one surviving) and two
. 25, 1841, and arrived in New Ply- daughters, and .she adopted another
mouth on September 3, 1841. A few daughter. She leaves' also sixteen
It‘:a,rs tlater the family moved to &randchildren and one great grand-
b wn to the Carrington _road,” just child, and is survived by two brothers
Teyo?ld the present junction with the Messrs Frank and Charles Oliver, both
h‘..?_m} ua road. When the Maori war ©f whom went through the Maori
roke out the family were compelled  Wars.—News. ' -

Francis Oliver

Born 23% January 1840 Married Elzabeth Langman Died'tRebruary 1926
He was one year old when the family arrived in New PlymoutAraelia Thompson.
He joined the Taranaki Rifle Volunteers and was in actidgheaBattle oMWaireka
(March 1860) and also Mahoetahi (Nov 1860.) (Stowers 2012.)

Francis Oliver lost a baby son in September 1870.
DLIVER.—On fthe 26th September, of erysipelns, FraNcly Taranaki Herald October 1870:
L Jdaaes. son of Mre, B, Oliver, aved 7weeks, |

- . - From a few clippings of the
A curious freak of nature has just hap- Taranaki Herald we can infer that
peoed at Mangorei. A cow, the properly of Francis was farming at Mangorei

Mr, I' rancis Ol_wct',_ l'ms just calved., The after the war.

call is minus its tail, the backbone only

slightly projecting. . | Taranaki Herald.3" August 1877
1 MANGOREIL

School Committee

Rleoted: Mesdames N. Stephen
anes cpienson Mangorei School

and J. Brown; Messrs Fiancis Oliver,
Philip Wells, Newton Stephenson,.John Taranaki Herald 2BApril 1906
Brown, and Captain Balsom. Mr Brown'
was elected chairman. ‘

The NZOlivers site shows a copy of the title deeds of the farm which James

purchased in 1858. There 1i0s hraenfdewreintctee nt oh efir
and the websi tJmesamedithe preperty 'eodh 185 ta 1878fan
son Francis from 1875 to 1917.0 It seems |

sold or passed the farm on to Francis at that time.
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The NZOlivers site refers to a number of other farms on Mangorei Rd which were
owned or leased by members of the Oliver family in the last half of theeifiury.
(Members include James, son Francis, son Chadesl also a Walter Oliver and
George Olieri the relationship of these last two with our Oliver family, if any, has
not been explained.)

William Oliver
Born 23% October 1831 Married Emily Jury Died dhRebruary 1877
He was 9 years old when the family arrived in New PlymoutAmelia Thompsan

William Oliver appears not to have seen action during the Taranaki wars, or did not
apply for the New Zealand Medal (Not listed in Stowers 2012.)

There appear to have been two William Olivers in New Plymouth at this time.

There was a Wiam Oliver officially reported as Wounded at the BattféNnireka.
This is probably a man call&ttilliam Willoughby Oliver, Taranaki Rifle Volunteers,
listed by Stowers (2012) as having received a NZ Medal. His action is cited as
Waireka and his date death is recorded as 19 HDM records show William
Willoughby Oliver died 1911 aged 66 and a computation shows that his age at
death is correct, he must have been very young to have been in battle!

BDM information showsanother William Oliver who died 1877 aged 45 and this
matches the information in NZOliver website.ig s the William belonging to our

Oliver family. The list of men qualified and liable to serve as jurors, for New
Plymouth, in 1857/58 has William Oliver, cordwainer living at Gegton Rd (same
address as James Oliver.) A consideration of ages shows this is almost certainly the
same man, theon of James Oliver

A curious fact emerges here: thisalso the man who appeared as a witness at the
marriage of William Wilson and Janeaitke in 1857.

Note that Jane Hawkeds f atPalmpsWiiams al s o
Oliver knew the Hawke family, and hence also the Wilsonsugtirdis connection

with the she-making trade.

In September 1875 Patrick McKoy (husband of Mary Miver) had a disagreement
with a female school teacher at the Tikorangi School, relating to his two children who
were attending that school. Being a member of the School Committee, he took his
complaint to a committee meeting, and also made the statémaeatmale teacher

would be preferred to a female one. Following that, there were some letters to the
newspaper, and Mr. McKoy, feeling that he had not been given a fair hearing by the
Committee, convened a meeting of parents to be held at the Sche@onimittee,
however, refused the use of the school room. McKoy then resigned from the
Committee. Later the Committee agreed that it had been wrong to disallow use of the
schoolroom. One of the school committee members opposed to Patrick McKoy was
his broherin-law William Oliver. (See Taranaki Herald during September 1875.)
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John Oliver

Born 39 March 1830  Married Mary Julian

Died BA8g 1899

He was 11 years old when the family arrived in New PlymoutAraglia Thompsan

It is known that there was another early settler in New Plymouth called John Oliver,
who died in April 1886 aged 81 years. However the following information is
consistent with the known facts relating to John Oliver of our Oliver family.

John Oliver who pplied for a New Zealand medal based on service in the Taranaki
Militia and being under fire at the battle of Waireka.

His application was rejected (Stowers 2012.) The reason was not given by Stowers,
possibly he was not actually under fire on the dawhaf skirmish.

Tuespay, Averst 15.—Before H. Eyre Konny,
Esq., R.M,

Funrious Drivixe.—Jolin Oliver was charged by
James Quigley, with driving furiously on the 10th
Aungust, a cart drawn by four horses, to the great
dunger of the occupants of a carriage driven by
James Quigley, and also with using threatening
and abusive lunguuge. The defendant partly
admitted the offence, and partly denied it, stating
that he had taken a glass or two of grog. The
svidence having been taken, the Court foand the
defendant guilty, and fined him in the sum of £5,
ind D4, costs, or in default of payment one month's
imprisonment with hard labour,

MR JOHN OLIVER.

Anoiher of the rapidly diminishing
band of [lonser ssitlers, John Oliver
also passed eway on Tueslay at Omata
Mr Olivor arrived at New Plymoutl
with bis parentsin th: Amalia Thomp
son on Septcmber 3rd, 1811, aod sharec
in the hardships of pioneer life. During
the war he served with the Taranak
Militiy, and sirce the cesstion of hostili-
tias has cootinued to reside at Omata, in
which diatriat ha had numerana fiianda
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It is possible that this is our John
Oliver.

This man was a carter, living at
Omata in the

In 1871 he was charged with
Afurious drivingo
guilty.

Taranaki Herald 18August 1871

In 1893 John Olivehad a house
in Omata.

In 1897 he was shalisted for
the position of carter for the local
Council.

His death is reported here

Taranaki Herald ® August 1899
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Appendix 2 The Children of Jim and FlorenceOliver

Len, Clan and Bill were a generation oldéan my father

Back in my grandfatherés day, and when my
branch of the Oliver family quite well. Our families all lived within the Tagea

district, and visits were frequéenough.

Times changedamilies shifted their locationgnd during my early childhood,

fiLeno,iClanoand AUncl e Bill 06 were just names to

| do not recall ever meeting anytbiem, or their children.

Wi | | i e BileorOlierwag borron 16" January 18950 New Plymouth.

Willie Vemer (Bill) Oliver
1895-1965

Eva Christina nee Jensen
1896-1965

Bill and Evawere married in 1921.

They had three children:

Margeret Olwyn (Peggy) Oliver 1923
James (Peter) Oliver 1925 who died when he was four years of age.
Jack Hamilton Oliver born 1930 in Opunake, who was tetbp

Bill Oliver was in the Army in both WW1 and WW2.

He served overseas in WW1 and on his return, bought his
parents' farm at Bethlehem.

A summary of archived military information is provided by
Robyn Cull:

Archway (@ Wellington. New Zealand ~ New Zealand
Defence Force, Personnel Archives (1915-1945)
OLIVER, Willie Verner - WWI 34415, WWII 1/19/96 -
Army (R24062216) ~ RESTRICTED Record 0088331 ~
Restriction expires end of 2015

1916 - Residence - Tauranga, -, New Zealand
Expeditionary Force ~ NZ Army WWI Nominal Roll 49 p8
~ Farmer ~ 20th Reinforcements, E Company ~ Pte 34415
~ Embark 2 Jan 1917 Wellington, New Zealand HMNZT
73 "Opawa" - 27 Mar 1917 Disembark London, England

Not muchelsehas so f ar been recorded on AUncl e B
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Allen Ward ( i L eQ@lier) was born on 2% October 1896 in New Plymouth

Allen Ward Oliver 1896-1984

Catherine Gladys Allison London 1899-1972

Len and Gladys were married in 1919 and they had three children:
Ronald Allen Oliver 1920

Leonard Ross Oliver 1924
Trevor Russell Oliver 1926

Len Oliver married again, in 1972, to Ethel (Ettie) Lorrigan.

Tauranga Library Archives holds files containing interviews with Len Oliver, and
ot hers, so we have some record of Lenbds | i
Some of these interviews may be read in Cy

Len Oliverwas the first registered apprenticeF. N. Christian & Co.

Some of his early work included repair and maintenance to bicyclesofiag

buildings, and maintaining the local mullet boat fleet as well as marine engineering on
some of the lagervesselsfor example replacing tail shatied bearings

He describes how they would sometimes put vessels on the sand spit opposite the
Strand, and work on them there across the low tide.

On one occasion he worked waist deep in water replacing a blade on the propeller of
the Northern SteamshigsselAupouri.

3 R
: Ty oY

Aupouriloading 20 tons of honey from GreRarrier Island, for Auckland.
Auckland Weekly News 10May 1906.

Maintenance and engine installation on netuylt scows was also carried out at

Brainds Slipway, among the |l ast of the mar|
The local Maori on Motiti Island also had a fleet of small boats, which Len sometimes
workedo n , and he found the Motiti |l sl ander s t

easy to get along witho who took good care
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1spent some time in hospital in Rou
Bournemouth before repatriation in 1918.

en and

AThe following is an accjount of
Oliver, my father, during World War 1.
Allen, or Len as he was known, enlisted around 1915 pr
thereabouts and joined the first Field Ambulance Corp.
His unit was posted to France. After arriving in the
Ambulance Corp. he transferred to front line duties as|a
despatch rider, their trusty steed was a Douglas belt
driven motor bike. Usually when despatches were to he
conveyed to various command posts, two riders would be
sent by different routes so as tosuge the orders etc. gat
| through. Many of these riders were killed en route. On
| one occasion Dad and his buddy tossed a coin to see|who
took which route. Dad lost the toss and had to take the
route considered most dangerous. Fate would have it
Dadgotth ough and his buddy |was kil
(Len Oliver as recorded by Cynthia Glover)
fiOn another occasion Len fell off his bike and his legs were run over by a gun
carriage breaking both ankles. He spent some considéirakblén hospital and wher
eventually discharged he returned to duty. His commaruatfrogr gave him a
special pair of boots to help make things easier on his legs. These boots have a special
place in our history.
There was an outbreak of what everyoadcl ed t he OFIl anders FIl ub6
through the ranks like wildfire. Special large tents were arranged to accommodate the
victims of this epidemic. Those that were likely to recover in the first tent, and the
next tent was for the dead and dying. Dad leagp to be among them. His C.O.
regularly visited the tents and on one occasion he noticed one of the boots move, and
instantly recognised them as those he had
the recovery tentdéd, he amdetrlkre, Cad| we thhlar
survival, and of course, our presence in the family tree.
Len spent the rest of the war in England working in army workshops as he was junable
to resume nor mal dut i es . O(Trevor Oliver, son, 2004.)
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Allen (Len) Oliver and the first passenger service in Tauranga.
The following is an extract from

0OTHE FI RST SERVICE CAR DRI VERS OF THE TAUR.
NOTES TAKEN DURING VISITS TO MR. AND MRS. A. E. BAIKIE

on 24.6.1975 and 9.7.1975 (held by Tauranga Public Library.)

Interviewed on these visits were Mr. J. Leslie Hume, Mr. Victor L. Davies and Mr.
Allen (Len) Oliver.
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